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PARTIES REGRISTATION, AND ELECTION’S
CODE OF CONDUCT PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, it has become necessary to enable all

Ethiopians to exercise their right to self-administration,
without  any  discrimination,  through  their
representatives elected in a direct and free election;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to ensure the
participation of every Ethiopian in an all-inclusive, fair
and peaceful elections held at every level on the basis
of equal popular suffrage in which Ethiopians freely
express their will in a secret ballot;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary that any
electoral activity shall be guided by an electoral law
that meets international election standards;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish
an electoral system that enables political parties with
different views to participate by expressing their
opinions to the electorate in a lawful and peaceful
manner, and that enables the people to elect their
representatives based on informed decisions and free
expression of their will;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide the right and
duty of citizens who form political parties or become
members of political parties, and to determine
mechanisms for parties to obtain legal personality and

1267 oM 7 eLd, TS
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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provide basic principles to be followed by the parties in
their operation as organizations;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regulate the manner
in which political parties can merge, establish fronts or
form coalitions;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to put in
place a system that enables political parties and
independent candidates contesting in elections to play a
constructive role to ensure a fair, peaceful, free and
democratic elections system;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to issue codes of
conduct for political parties, candidates, members and
supporters of political parties during the elections
period so that the elections are guided by ethical
behavior and are conducted in a free, peaceful, legal,
democratic and credible manner;

WHERES, it has become necessary to establish
institutions that give administrative and judicial
decisions on electoral disputes and to determine their
operational procedures;

WHEREAS, by considering the re-establishment of
the National Electoral Board of FEthiopia under
Proclamation No. 1133/2019 to administer elections
impartially;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Ethiopian
Electoral, Political Parties Registration and
Election’s Code of Conduct Proclamation No.
1162/2019.”

2. Definitions
Unless the context otherwise requires, in this
Proclamation:

1/ “FDRE” means the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia.

2/ “Constitution” or “Constitutions” means the
Constitution of the FDRE or Regional
Constitutions, respectively.



%

TENEFEE 2,000 19671 UM &7C AL PPV E 47 EOITE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16",2019.....page 11875

P/ DAN TINT (W1 oo 31k RrPR 1L(6)
aw/lt PrREaon AN AT ALY APE
AE.209° ONA A4S0 PANNT AT PLLSPT
ANVTSLCT LonI° LA

0/ “0CLT MINT OAPE RPC bALEGOI/ENTH
o PrERov  PACEL  ANhiEP
IoCen, 1CL jm-::

Z/“gCem” TN NbLeAS  (hAA V1
a3 RT09° AT A200 0ATFo-
VI oowlA eophye emdAaa:  ehaha.:
CMNe @OI° LI IOCR, T

Z/ “mdAa 9°Com” TN AN QAo V2
oow/lot oY e: U FoheTST PhAA
9°RC LT ANAT 9°Com, -

Z/ “eahan, gecen” M0 AN QAo Y
aow/l PNLe PO B PR
PwlS: Pl Phsa bl oey® e4na,
9°RC LT ANAF 9°Con -

B/ “mm e goCen” TNt ool @-A%
ngenc Ll e0har ngee 07775 o9
N7 e NPRLE® PoLTT P13LA P9°NC
WL AQAT aoPavsn, Py AavovAst
Por0Y L 9°Con, m-::

b/ “Cooy  9o°Cem” Tl NAPE  drC
bOLPOL/RNTE  A7PZ  L(TE)  (OFOmo-
OAN7  oowl (CS.  PI°Com,  o-mok
AT2.04N0 0o07: (Y APE RibA bEHD
Ol Phofl mPAL GCL (L £,
oCen, R0 AodT: 0L9° A to
S5 A L9060 71777 TFo- 90T 2T
ANG 407 AaoAP- T Po1NYLL 9°Con), 1m-::

1/ “vnn ®-A4%” 0T NA..éo.2.60. V1
a3 LY AN NATFe- AT
oow/l 4 o7 PO GAT7 Aoophrl
0L PUNN7T oAz AY0P PoLLY
eLI°0 AONT »2CoT 1m-::

T8/ “Paovlg™ T oo TN (1PRLE
A“20%Le  9°Com,  avinphls VU N9°CoR),
a0, P Navi-cpp - ool 1T ool
Tm-::

T8/ “Cav g™ oI anJ-@df NCL Tt
A7 O Navlsp iyl G.aooi Nl hool -
PoeCon,  MO.P  PUlOAMm@-  Cavlopl
T8, -

3/ “Region” means regions established in
accordance with Article 47(1) of the Constitution
and, for the purposes of this Proclamation, shall
include Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City
administrations.

4/ “Board” shall mean the National Electoral Board
of Ethiopia re-established under Proclamation
No. 1133/2019.

5/ “Election” means general elections, local
elections, by-election or re-election conducted in
accordance with the FDRE Constitution and
Regional Constitutions and other relevant laws.

6/ “General elections” means the elections of
members of the House of Peoples'
Representatives and Regional State Councils
conducted in accordance with relevant laws.

7/ “Local elections” means the elections of
representatives to nationalitie’s Zone, Zone,
Woreda, City or Sub-City or Kebele Councils
conducted in accordance with relevant laws.

8/ “By-election” means elections conducted to fill
in a vacant council member seat whose mandates
are terminated due to recall or any other reason.

9/ “Re-election” means the rerun of an election upon
cancellation of election result by the Board in
accordance with the authority entrusted with it
under Article 7(16) of Proclamation No.
1133/2019; upon the decision of the Federal
Supreme Court to conduct a rerun election based on
Article 154 of this Proclamation; or when
candidates obtain equal number of votes and it is
impossible to determine the winner.

10/ “Referendum" means voting conducted to
assess the public interest or know the public’s
decision based on a decision made in
accordance with the FDRE Constitution or
other relevant laws.

11/ “Electoral Roll” means a record wherein voters
are registered at polling stations to participate as
voters for elections at all levels.

12/ “Voter  Identification = Card” means an
identification card issued to a voter upon
registration at a polling station.
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13/“Political Party” or “Political Organization"
means an entity with a political program
established by organized citizens and registered
in accordance with this Proclamation to hold
political power by contesting in elections at the
National, Regional or Local levels.

14/“Political Party Leaders” means members of the
executive committee, as appropriate, or political
leaders who have similar executive-level
authority.

15/“Constituency” means an electoral district
established by dividing the nation's territories in
accordance with the law and in a manner
conducive for the election administration and for
the people to elect their representatives.

16/ “Polling Station” means a place where voter
registration, voting and counting of votes take
place for various levels of elections.

17/“Election Officer” means a person assigned by
the Board to administer elections at various
levels.

18/“Candidate” means any person registered to
compete in an election on behalf of a political
party or independently.

19/ “Observer” includes both local and international
observers.

20/ “Local Election Observer” means a legally
registered, impartial and not-for-profit, non-
Governmental Local Civil Society Organization
which the Board has authorized, based on the
organization’s request to observe elections
through its representatives.

21/"International Election Observer" means a
Foreign Government or International, Regional
or Sub-Regional Organizations, or Governmental
and Non-Governmental agencies operating in or
out of the country and invited by the government
to observe elections based on international
treaties to which Ethiopia is a party.

22/ “Stationary Agent” means a person assigned by
a political party or an independent candidate to a
specific constituency or polling station to
observe the election process on-site and ensure
that the candidate’s rights are respected.
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23/“Mobile Agent” means a person assigned by a
political party or an independent candidate to
observe the election process by moving around
to different polling stations to ensure that the
candidate’s respect of rights.

24/ “Grievance Hearing Committee” means a
committee established in accordance with this
Proclamation during elections to render
administrative decisions to complaints lodged at
a Regional Branch Office, Constituency or
Polling Station level.

25/“Merger” means the formation of a new party by
two or more legally registered parties which have
dissolved their distinct legal status.

26/“Front” means an alliance formed by two or
more political parties following their agreement
to have a common name, political program and
by-laws without relinquishing their distinct legal
status.

27/“Coalition” means a situation where two or more
political parties secure coalition certificate
during election with the purpose of winning
election for a temporary purpose while
maintaining their respective legal personalities.

28/“Substitution” means the replacement by a
political party of its old name and program by
new ones and it registers and operates under a
new name when the request made to the Board is
accepted following the submission of the
required information.

29/“Civil Servant” means an individual who has
been employed as a permanent staff by the
federal or regional government offices; however,
it does not include ministers, state ministers and
other similar level appointments at the federal
and regional level as well as members of the
House of Peoples’ Representatives, Regional
Councils and House of Federation.

30/ “Person” means a legal or natural person.

31/ Provisions set out in the masculine gender in this
Proclamation shall also apply to the feminine
gender.
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3. Scope of Application
This Proclamation shall be applicable to:

1/

2/

All general elections conducted in Ethiopia and,
as appropriate, local elections, by-election, re-
election and referendum conducted in
accordance with the Constitution; and

Citizens who form a political party, political
parties and their leaders, members, agents and
representatives, party or independent candidates,
and political parties’ fronts, coalitions, or
mergers.

PART TWO
ELECTIONS AND ELECTION
ADMINISTRATION BODIES
CHAPTER ONE

ELECTORAL SYSTEMS, PRINCIPLES AND TYPES

4. Electoral System

1/

2/

For the House of Peoples’ Representatives’
election, a candidate who gets the highest
number of votes among the contestants shall be
declared the winner in accordance with the
FDRE Constitution, Where, in accordance with
regional constitutions, more than one candidate
is elected to regional councils, the candidates
who get the highest number of votes shall, in the
order of their votes, shall be declared winners.

Regional elections laws that pertain to regional
council elections shall be in accord with relevant
elections provisions of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

5. Election Principles

1/

2/

Any election shall be conducted based on
universal suffrage and by direct and secret ballot
through which the voters express their will freely
without any discrimination and with popular
participation.

Any Ethiopian whose electoral rights have not
been restricted by law or the decision of a court
shall be eligible to vote or to be elected;
however, he shall not be forced to vote or be
elected.
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AA..bo. L6 PUNA Toh?T 9°hC O hAT e
PI°Com, NAA A7L tohe NF LonlmA::

PhAA 9°NC LT AQAT RPC OPAAA VY
ow/l PULoNT T QAL PIPCm AN
an7e rohe 01A¢ ahAA 9°hC LA
AATT Aovld STAMN:: hANT P9°hC
LT T 7 AT $PC aoed?C PoL.0mT
@42 DA 2T PPN Pl AAS AL AT
oC AP L oo} LTCNI AN

Z/ (1 el RibR b (F) oowlqr
AL PhAAA 9PhC LT 04,8407 9°hC
0 AQAT QP WNHAN Aol
A.o07 9°Conm mPAa 9°Con, IC RTE
AL, Po7NYe LUSTA:: LU A7 PhAA
°Rnc Nz M 9eCom, ewfl 00T
ol ANPLPT  o-Azo7 ANCS. “PaoP

Al

. PANA0, 9°CR

&/ PRNON, 9°Cem WD (HL1 1M aow /-
NPLlBm- Po20%L eANhLONN 7 PH7:
PwlS: Pht): Phsa hl™? of9° e4NA
I°NC 0T ANAT 9°Com, Y- :
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3/ Each vote shall carry equal weight.

4/ Each person shall only be allowed to vote by
appearing in person.

6. T f Election

The following are the types of elections conducted
in Ethiopia:

1/ General elections;

2/ Local elections;

3/ By-election;

4/ Re-election;

5/ Referendum.

7. General Elections

1/ General elections are elections of members of the
House of Peoples' Representatives and Regional
State Councils held every five years.

2/ General elections shall be conducted throughout
the country simultaneously. However, if the
Board deems it necessary, and when the issue is
submitted to the House of Peoples'
Representatives and is approved, the Board may

decide to conduct them at different times.

3/ For the FDRE of
Representatives, only one representative shall be
elected from each constituency.

The number of Regional Councils’ members
shall be determined by regional law and more
than one representative may be elected from a
constituency to the The
region’s decision to change the number of their
council members shall take place six months

prior to the commencement of candidates’

House Peoples'

4/

Regional Council.

registration.

Where, a regional council decides, in accordance
with Article 61(3) of the Constitution, for the
election of members of the House of Federation

5/

by direct popular vote, the election shall be held
simultaneously with the general elections. In this
case, the regional council shall notify its decision
to the Board six months prior to the next election
day.
8. Local Elections

1/ Local elections are elections held at various
levels, in accordance with the law, to elect
council members of nationalitie’s zone, zone,
Woreda, city, sub-city or Kebele.
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T T RPC ALTSTS hAA 0177 LoMa-
h?? LOATA::

i/ ATPx r00 ATPAR (8) Prhaddo-
AT TmNe S VN ToheT 9ehC 0L
A..bo.8b. V1 a7 RIPR L (8)
(@0) AG RIPAx ib (IE) eow /- ehaha,
7 CRPTT Navpel 0-A-9° A LRCITo-
PO oA L LTT PO LAPICT VT A LON
LTAan =

o/ ehhaN, 9°Com7 Pelovplrk PhAA  VIT
W1 o3k A LY APE hitdoom
goCenT Plonprk €7 90PF IC Mmoo
o LTCUTFPA::

Z/ LY APE AmdAr 9°Con, e AIL
A0l ORNAN, 9°Con ALYI° PULLAP T
0CS.  NPLLEm-  PY°Com,  NANT oL
AN LPT ALLEP T PI°Con  ANLALPTG
JUOPTF hoo8 A1t Povlol AG Chob: P17
IOUHIN (JG YL AN Aok T0SSLPT
L6 LCT AT AST AXT RSETTT LUT
APE aow/ll 199647 (197 P0MN@- apand
LONTA::

Py g°Com,

b/ PTIULe IUCom. PN L@

V) P  fA- 9°AC 0T (A eP
NI et CrALACTFe- A0AT A7 AA o
ANCS. 7O O.LPCHH: @ L9

Q) ‘TEA7U 1 QA U aow/lo - PP

PLO-LLENT PR APALTT LYY To-::

g 0CS reto- NL4LNM NN ©C AANAM
L 0O PU0e IPCom, POYLSA::

/Yy ArPxR 100 RIPR (B) AT (8)
eTL 1 LTCI° h7L 9°RC (L Prroe-
Hoo't AMGPP PPlo- LB 0L 0CS
an.e I e e7790.0 9°Com, heNYL9°::

. £977 °Com

b/ Looy  9eCem,  herhtacl PRI e

MA75% AL CoTAA:

V) MAPE #eC SOLFOE/ENTE AT (Y
APE (Hadmo OANT oowl| (0CS
PIeCon, @Mt RTL.NENGT L29, I°Com),
AN o7 @LI° Chofl- mPAL

2/ The number of representatives elected for
councils at various level in a constituency for a
local election shall be determined by regional
laws.

3/ With out prejudice to the provision of sub-article
(2) of this Article, the House of Peoples’
Representatives may, in accordance with Article
55 (2) (d) and Article 51 (15) of the FDRE
Constitution, pass a legislation related to local
elections that sets standards applicable to these
elections.

4/ Regional laws that pertain to local elections shall

be in accordance with relevant elections
provisions of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

5/ With out prejudice to the application of the
provision of this Proclamation for general
elections, as appropriate, to local elections; the
Board shall, based on this Proclamation, issue a
directive to determine the establishment of
constituencies or polling stations, the assignment
of polling officers and observers; voters and
candidates’ registration locations and processes;
the the number of endorsement signatures for
independent candidates and other matters.

9. By-Election
1/ By-election shall be conducted:

a) where councils at different levels request the
Board to fill vacancies created for various
reasons; or

b) where a recall request, lodged in accordance
with the law, is accepted;

2/ The Board shall hold by-election within six
months from receiving a request.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Articles
(1) and (2) of this Article, no by-election shall be
held to fill a vacancy of a council whose term
ends within a period of six months or less.

10. Re-Election
1/ Re-election may be conducted for one of the
following reasons:

a) When the Board decides to cancel an
election result and order a re-election on the
basis of the powers conferred on it by this
Proclamation and  Proclamation  No.

12
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vHl _o-4%

NCH W1 @7k 0L NANT VI
aow /T R0 Mao- AN dod? PUN07
@At AmpA L9 Aot LR
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,(’H_')EA::

VHN o-As@- A7%9.9%L8 hodio- AhA oC
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1%L AeA? T (02007 a0 ool
Pegea  aoen, M0 LOTT (1971241
VHO 007 COTOGTA::

ncs-

b4/
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~

N1 a7 AAN7 olTadmo-
AN IC NavaoC L9°% L2077
+7+  Qvnul oo N1L9°Z A1 T
AA1G AT PN TF@T oo d.CAT
N&g°a ook, @db1: AL PCUILwqlo-
ADAs CPLOND A1 hRZG AT PV
0-A3m7 AQoopAnto- PoLLLE  PPAPA
9L 11T Ll LONGTA

0/ HCHC Ahé.Q00v- ACS N LmMNm- avavl, @
LOATA::

i/
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11.

1133/2019; or when the Federal Supreme
Court, based on a petition submitted to it,
passes a decision that has the effect of a re-
election;

Based on Article 61 (3) of this Proclamation,
where two or more candidates get equal
votes and it is impossible to determine the
winner.

b)

2/ In the event of a re-election:

a) Without the need for
registration, it shall be conducted with only
the voters who had registered previously in a

a new voter

constituency or polling stations where the
irregularities occurred;

where it has been decided to conduct a re-
election in accordance with the provision of
Sub-Article (1) (a) of this Article, only those
candidates registered previously shall be
eligible to contest in the re-election without

b)

having to conduct new candidate
registration;
¢) campaigning shall be prohibited during the
re-election period.
3/ The Particulars of re-election shall be

determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

Referendum

1/ When an appropriate body decides based on
the constitution or other laws, the Board shall
organize a referendum to assess public interest

or know the decision of the public.

2/ The Board, in consultation with the body
which decided the holding of the referendum,
shall conduct the referendum by organizing
polling stations in a way convenient to execute
the referendum.

The Board shall, in consultation with the
constitutionally authorized body, determine
the polling date,
participate in a referendum, the choices to be
put on the ballot paper and the types and
contents  of

referendum.

3/

the voters’ criteria to

campaigns relating to a

4/ Details shall be determined by a directive to be

issued by the Board.
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P Yk S L1 CHAPTER TWO
f£I°Ca_TINLA KALLEC AT ELECTION ADMINISTRATION LEVELS
12 mPaa 12. General
NAPE  ®PC  HOLEGI/ENTE h7PR % The Board, in accordance with the powers
OTOama QAADT apw il OCS.- bestowed on it by Article 7 of Proclamation No.
1133/2019, shall:

8/ PCING RVEA LATT A9° DAANTS 1/ Establish branch offices at regional and sub-
e 03+ qa.  PANTSLC AChST regional levels. Depending on the circumstance
PLLBA:: AILPAAA U (N7 oLy of the region, zonal or constituency level branch
19°Csn. AN AChT  Poyddov.  Zyd-F offices may provide civic and voter education;
LT Pt IS Panld™ T TCUGCT prepare permanent voters’ roll to be kept in
LaAMA: NALISTS. Amd Al 0T onp each branch office; and periodically update
poypanp DY Panl o oW PRLEFAE information; support studies to determine
P ALOTMhA. PaovlBar @b PrT constituencies and carries out other activities
ATS.m0P  PLCIN:  PIPCem, AT necessary for the preparation and coordination
AmONT ANLLT PELT £96 LAMA: of election administration. The Board shall
AT Age (1.,,5), Py LAY NIBATG determine the in a directive.

PNHANC NE-LT77 PHGTO-GF A NCHE OC 8-
N*7.eoMm avavl @ COATA::

€/ P9°Com, NANTG P9°Cen, MO LL7 (lovA 2/ Establish constituencies and polling stations
A6l PRETIA:: throughout the country.
IE.p9°Cm hateT7 NaIREe 13. Establishing Constituencies
&/ amPaa  9oCom WA CULLINNA

1/ Constituencies serving for general elections

PICom, NANT ATR7LNTA®: LRGEA:: shall be organized as follows:

U) A9°Con, Rhé.909° 9277 CRAN av’ 7)o d-t
LNC A7ATmld T A6l Polds
ANVTSLCT avwlol (1771241 Polhg-4.4-+

a) For the purpose of holding elections,
without  affecting  Regional  States’
Boundaries, the territories of the country

WA $me o-mA ovwldl CIn-rhne shall be divided into  permanent

ALLAVT @ (7F 0 R €FCon RANT constituencies on the basis of Woreda

Thé-2.a07F: administration, which may be re-arranged
based on the census results;

0) W1l ALTRTS T KL tohe aviQ b) The country shall have one representative
TohtT RC Ut PolovlrOTa- hERT per constituency to be elected to the House
PUPLNAM: PI°Con NANT CULTET VT of Peoples’ Representatives, where the total
Ahaaa. PO AMMETS OAR T number of constituencies may not exceed
@-NAS  PULANFo- PN AT 550; and the constituencies shall be
RIS PP A LOOTE VNOTT PG determined on the basis of population and
aowll (1741 LoNTA:  AINTT the number of minority nationalities and
e AT PATO AN LTS VHOT peoples with special representation. Except
PoLohA- VT a7 PI°Com NANT ALNI°C in the case of constituencies for the
goCem,  AANE Tl PaHN eC representation of minority nationalities and
LATo Vi NewhpdFo- Pam- DT peoples, population of the constituencies
PUNN kPC ALY hI&E (ovf aolar shall be comparable and the highest number
ean-9e: average population deviation between

constituencies shall not exceed 15 percent;

14
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)1 a7Vl KPR 8 aow ot PEAP c) There shall be constituencies for the

O-NAG PLALAITPA -INd° o0 - representation of minority nationalities and

epLiFo- WA P99070- PN AMJSFo- peoples whose number is not less than 20

R0 Uy N l.N0TG YHOT and which are deemed to require special

Py NA-NVTF®- PI°Com, NANT LT LA representation in accordance with Article 54
of the Constitution;

o) YN AMIFe RIS Qoo eaf d) Minority nationalities which are deemed to

@-NAG P97 LNEA DT N lOOT “79T require special representation shall be
AT BPC PLI N2N20 AN owNL.CF determined by the House of Federation
aww /it 1b.L6107 9°NC LT LOAGTA:: based on clear criteria established in
AYNYT CI°Cem, AANT N°%avAll OGS advance. The Board may issue a directive
HCHC avavl, P A LM LTANE pertaining to these constituencies;

w) Pge(on), naae - NCHC ncs- e) Once the list of constituencies is decided by
N°2.¢LCNo PG oowll (14.8,6107 the House of Federation based on the study
INc O hrtody 03A PR P submitted by the Board, it shall be
goN0 oL P aoCt Aol BET P51 announced to the public 180 days before the
ANP L AVHAN LIADA:: commencement of candidate registration.

€/ NPRLBEwm-  Po7hys.  PANMAN,  9°Con P 2/ Local elections held at different levels shall be
nehaa. v oowl - APPRC (LI conducted by establishing  proportional
Py anldm-7 AQAT  RPCGT  Panl-ohi;’? constituencies in accordance with the region’s
ANF oowll PRLN havma)  pge(en, laws and based on the number of council seats
NANT 177 LNTOTA: and the voters.

F.AP75975 P9°Com, NN R7L RNk 3/ Notwithstanding the criteria set out under Sub-
MAPE &PC BNLFOF/ENTE WrPR % (B) Article (1) of Article 6 of Proclamation No.
18 Ctmddt endCAT Artalld: Vi 1133/2019, the Board, as appropriate, may
ATRANEAL T ) 0CSH QT L CAHT establish other criteria. Each constituency shall
AfoM LTAA: ANG howdC OGS RAAYT have a three-member Election Administration
CTHLNS T w0 .CAT 097070 T APT7 , o
PO PIPCo, ANLDYL Nt CELPA:: Committee that fulfills the criteria for

membership of the Management Board.

o/ OCH OALT81% PI9°Cm, AN PAIC 4/ The Board shall make an effort to allocate in
@-0T 0LY° Po-cr U, ToheT 0oLyt every constituency a stationary local or
RT9.9% A"1LL P 1471 AANT= international observer.

&/ Y ATPR 100 ATPR () aowlof 5/ The recruitment and assignment process for
POy LM PIPCoR,  ANLQOLPT  geAavi election officials conducted in accordance with
AG 920 (19°Cem. AN A0S L4 Sub-Article (3) of this Article shall be
PTCEG PN bl P VAR ATEUPT AG transparent to political parties and independent
PoCen,  ANLATLDT  JPAawAge 0P candldatejs contesting 1'n the co'nstltuency; and
FPRRT Pl RIS LLLIA the recruitment of .electlon officials shall ensure

gender representation.
6/ Each constituency shall have a Grievance

E neT81 S

goCen, PAA hvnA Po%ovldm
AlED A9 het PO bo OV 0ol bo-
N9°Cem. PAA- PI°Com ANE.R7Y hlt AOA
PALId PULAtEONT USSP E o9
e 0k LCPT AN PAUT avAy® %
oC  PATo- POt ANAT  LT4TA:
oI ONPC7 J-AN 747 haVT=

15

Hearing Committee selected from the public,
and this Committee shall include a constituency
election executive member as a non-voter and
shall have three members who are not members
of any political party and who are known for
their and shall consider gender
representation.

integrity;
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LP9PCon AN AT ACED (Y heth A0ATY
AovldPS AT PHYT  RTPR WREZAY°
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. PPCm, hAA DAMZS 204t
APLT815 PI°Cm AN PoLhrTACT OAMNTS
TN LTI A
a8/ 0CS N°7.20Ma- L0 QNS oo li]-
V) P9Cem,  RARNTT  APCom, MO LPT
LALFLAN
Q) 06l P77 LavHNA: awN4.C7 A7 0700
O P Pav @bk NCL LAMA::

g/ agecen, MO LT Plaoome OIS
pgeCen,  RARNT QA0 FCATo-

g a) T oF LI LALNMA: NP7 E
AT PH PLCIAN:

P/ gecsn, a0 2T FTo7  NA20(0-
DT OGTT 07 LHNMEA:
o/ W2 oowld  APCOH  Pod PTG

AL 2T @Ay LATA:

&/ hgecen, MO, e Poome PYCCoR @M ATF
lovLao(; ANGLLT 7 hAP (kA LHAP
oM. AUVNA L4 074 ANd.AY, P27
(lovov-AT ANCSK- LANA:

%/ POok; @h. 7 NCHC A9°Con M0, 0P
LOTAAGA:

L/ e9°Com nANT ot Al A% helk
ANATET (HY  APES 0CS 092 LoMar
aoavl, @ aow /ot PapCaA

X/ O9°Cen, naa. P4 L4 P27 010
CCHARTT P06 °hnC LOTANEA:

i/ egecon, 1.7 o-mo7 (OFesplrt
hgecsn, M. A“%.ovm A 2F hdM7y
Nl @LI° @A LANA:

T/ 0C8 N7 LMN®- avavl @ aow o] P-1av .opr
P oo @bf AANG LPT LANA:

Ta/ 00CS oL9° hhda. PCITRG  ZVéT
0T PLAMTT AT 20T POTO-GTA::

1Z. P9°Cm M0, L2 T ha™IRLI°

&/ e9eCen, MO LOF (CS ChAOA ST
AL Uz mIPC  PHafe  JA02N7
29°F o0t 0770190F 020010 (46

. P

7/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to
the selection of members of election
administration  and  Grievance  Hearing
Committee and the implementation of this
provision.

r and Duties of th nstituen

Each constituency shall have the following power

and duties:

1/ Based on the timetable issued by the Board

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

a) distribute election materials
stations

b) register candidates and issue identity card to
candidates to those who fulfill the criteria.

Ascertain that documents and election materials

to polling

that come from polling stations are properly
filled; receive and securely keep these items;

Supervise the proper functioning of polling
stations;

Decide on grievances and complaints submitted
in accordance with the law;

Determine winners by adding up results
collected from polling stations, announce to the
public the provisional results and complete
necessary forms and submit same to the Board;
Dispatch the list of candidates’ agents to polling

stations;

Oversee the elections of three members of the
constituency Grievance Hearing Committee in
accordance with this Proclamation and a
directive to be issued by the Board;

Coordinate joint consultation of political parties
contesting in the constituency;

Provide quick response or decisions on
complaints coming from polling

pertaining to the election process and result;

station

10/Issue identification cards to winners of the

election in accordance with a directive to be
issued by the Board;

11/Perform other duties assigned by the Board or

. Establishment of Pollin

1/

the Regional Branch Office.
tation

The Board shall establish polling stations at
locations that take into consideration the special
conditions of the disabled and other factors, and
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0/ C8 A9 Conm hNLAL VT OLT7o-
PgeCen, MO0 027 AAPO-T LTAA::
Ao-m79° (Y R7PA 700 ATPA (B)
aw/l AVHN AT ATOSSEPT L4
an .l WOl ::

L/ @FLeP MWYCZT: eZAN M0, PP
VARG PSS oo L& PO T
amt A5 e ath oy VLN T
CCHALT VIIPT: PN ooFsP LA
PgeCen,  9CWING  CLI°H  opier, 4
NooP7 A LI ALTA9°::

L RPT8T5 PICCon, MLPe 970015 L
Pao lep™ T AN WBN.EF oo-laT CANT9°::

Z/ AR7L P9°Cem MNP (-Fhaa  Ahaq,
OR7L  e9°Com, M (AL TIRBY°
ALTAY°::

L/ ALTATS  9°Com, M. RTRANNNE:
NAPE RPC BNLFAT/ENTE RIPX U(D)
ANCE  ANAT  9PAowd  PHAHGT
aNLCAT POLPeTN. RPN PICCen,
ANLI?L2TT7  MAATTE  PPH btk
LGLPA:: PgeCon, qa . eo- YA
0ok NANANYTT ool

B/ Y ArPx 700 RIPR (F) aowlof
PRl PIPCH  ANEQLPT 9°AanA
PP onAGT A0, 197L:47 RWr5.hT o7
Y290 (19°Com N Polo8%84 770h
TCLEPTT PAIA T08%LPT RT%.Lo-4T
av .4 WAT =
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the address of the polling stations shall be
announced to the public 15 days prior to the
commencement of voter registration.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the Board may establish
mobile polling stations based on the lifestyle of
pastoral communities. In this case, the Board
shall announce to the public the address of the
polling established based on the
movement pattern of the pastoralists.

stations

3/ The polling stations announced to the public
shall serve as the only locations where voter
registration, casting and counting of votes take
place.

4/ The Board may, if it deems necessary for the
election, change the location of polling stations.
The public and candidates shall be notified of
the changes in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article.

5/ Military camps, police stations, churches,
mosques, hospitals, premises where alcoholic
drinks are sold, buildings occupied by political
or religious organizations and private
residences shall not serve as a place where voter

registration and voting take place.

6/ The number of voters assigned to each polling
station shall not exceed 1500.

7/ There shall not be more than one polling station
in an area designated for one polling station.

8/ Each polling station shall, as appropriate, have
a committee comprised of five electoral officers
who fulfill the criteria set out in Article 6 (1) of
Proclamation No. 1133/2019. The head of the
polling station shall chair the committee.

9/ The recruitment of election officials conducted
in accordance with Sub-Article (8) of this
Article shall consider gender representation and
the process shall be made known to political
parties and independent candidates contesting
in the constituency.
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16.

10/ Each polling station shall have a Grievance

Hearing Committee that is chaired by a
member of the Elections Administration
Committee selected by the head of the polling
station; in addition to the chair, the Grievance
Hearing Committee, based on a directive to be
issued by the Board, shall have two members,
registered  voters the
constituency, who are not members of any
political party and known to have good ethics
and integrity, and shall include one man and
one woman. The Board shall determine the in
a directive.

selected from in

11/The Board shall make an effort to assign at least

Powers and Duties of Pollin

one stationary local or international observer in
each polling station. The allocation of observers
shall consider gender representation.

tations

Each polling station shall have, in accordance with
the directive and timetable issued by the Board, the
following powers and duties:

1/
2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

Register voters;

Keep eclection materials dispatched from the
constituency;

Conduct elections that protects the secrecy of
the ballot in accordance with this Proclamation;

Entertain complaints submitted in accordance
with the law;

Count votes and announce provisional results to
the public by posting on a notice board;

Ensure proper completion, safeguarding and
dispatching of election documents and materials
to the constituency;

Cause the selection of two members of the
polling station Grievance Hearing Committee in
accordance with Article 15 (10) of this
Proclamation;

Provide quick responses to grievances and
complaints relating to electoral processes and
take corrective measures.

Perform other duties assigned by the Board, the
Regional Branch Office or the Constituency
Electoral Office.
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17. Special Polling Stations

1/ The Board may, for the purpose of enfranchising
those living far from their constituency, establish
special polling stations at or near the place where
the voters are to be found: military who live in
camps; civil servants and their family members;
citizens attending higher learning institutions;
internally displaced citizens; incarcerated citizens
whose voting rights have not been stripped off.
The Board shall determine the particulars in a
directive for these voters, including the place
where they will vote, the constituency where their
votes are to be counted and other related matters.

2/ The Board, for the voters mentioned in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, may decide to allow
them to register and vote earlier than the
election day and incorporate the details in the
election timetable.

3/ The Board shall conduct a study and submit
same to the House of Peoples’ Representatives
for a decision on a special procedure to
enfranchise citizens residing abroad or for those
who cannot vote in their residence for other
reasons.

4/ Implementation details shall be determined by a
directive to be issued by the Board.

PART THREE

ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER ONE
YOTERS REGISTRATION

18. Yoter Registration Requirements

1/ Any person may be registered as a voter, who:
a) is an Ethiopian citizen;

b) is 18 years old and above on the day of
registration; and

¢) has been residing within the constituency for
at least 6 months.

2/ The fulfilment of the requirements listed under
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be verified
based on Article 21 of this Proclamation.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, the following shall not be
eligible to register as a voter:
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a) A person who is proved to be incapable of
making decisions due to mental disorder as
confirmed by the relevant authority or
sufficient evidence;

b) A person whose voting rights have been

restricted by the decision of a court of law
based on law or relevant law.

19. Registration Timetable

1/Nationwide registration for general
elections shall commence and conclude on dates
fixed by the Board. The Board shall, before
fixing the dates for registration, consult political
parties contesting in the elections.

voter

2/The Board shall indicate the voter registration
commencement date in its election timetable and
continually announce the date to the public
through mass media and advertisements 15 days
prior to the commencement of the registration.

3/The Board may decide a special registration date
in case of force majeure.

4/A person who fulfills the voter registration
requirements under this Proclamation but was
unable to register because of force majeure may
be able to register in a special condition based on
the directive to be issued by the Board.

5/The Board shall issue voter registration timetable
for local elections based on the Regional
Constitution or other  applicable
Preparation of the timetable shall be done in
consultation with political parties.

laws.

20. Place of Registration

1/ Voter registration shall be conducted only at the
polling stations established to register voters. It
is prohibited to conduct registration outside the
polling station, by going door-to-door or
moving around.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, in pastoralist areas, voter
registration may be conducted by establishing
mobile registration stations or conducting door-
to-door voter registration as necessary.

3/ Each polling station shall have its own Electoral
Roll.

20
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21. The Registr

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

ion Pr I

A voter may be registered in a polling station
where he resides by producing a Kebele
identification card or a passport that proves his
identity.

The Kebele identification card or passport, even
if expired, may serve for the purpose of
registration.

In the absence of a Kebele identification card,
evidence of identity bearing a recent
photograph of the voter, such as a driving
license, residence identification card, military
discharge document or student identity card,
shall be deemed to be sufficient document for
registration purpose.

In the absence of evidence of identity provided
hereinabove, registration may be carried out:
upon recognition of the voter's identity by the
registration officers; or, in the case of rural
areas, if the voter can be identified through
traditional or customary means; and after the
incident is recorded in the minutes.
Undocumented voters can be registered based
on the testimonies of three individuals, whose
long residence in the Kebele where the polling
station has been established has been proven
and after this event has been recorded in the
minutes.

When the voter’s residency requirement cannot
be established using one of the criteria stated in
this Articles, the registration officers shall
determine residency using more than one
criterion.

Eligible voters who are frail or blind can
register in person with the assistance of their
aid.

The name of a person who is eligible to vote
shall be entered the electoral roll.

Any person duly registered as a voter shall be
issued with a voter registration card bearing his
full name including his grandfather’s, the region,
zone, Woreda and Kebele where he resides,
designated polling station, house number, village
or locality, registration number, register’s serial
number, electoral roll page, voter's signature,
registrar's signature and date of registration.
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10/Voter registration shall take place where a
minimum of three of election officers are
present.

22. Particulars of the Electoral Roll

The electoral roll shall have columns for entering
the following particulars:

1/ Serial number of registrations;

2/ Registration date;

3/ Full name of voter, including grandfather's;
4/ Date and year of birth;

5/ Age;

6/ Gender;

7/ Disability;

8/ Duration of the residence within constituency
(months/years);

9/ Signature the

registration;

or fingerprint on day of

10/Signature or fingerprint on the day of voting;

11/House number/village or locality/specific name
of the area;

12/A column to enter special remarks; in this
column, a special remark shall be made for a
voter who is missing all fingers;

13/For special besides the
requirements listed above, a column to enter the

voter’s special conditions.

polling stations,

23. Distribution and Handover of Documents

1/ The Board, based on the election timetable,
shall ensure the timely delivery of the necessary
registration documents to polling stations.

2/ The timeline and procedure for the handover of
documents used in registration and the electoral
roll, including minutes, shall be determined
based on a directive to be issued by the Board.

24. Registration Once and in One Place

1/ No voter shall be registered more than once in a
polling station or in more than one polling
station.

2/ A voter shall have only one voter's card.

22
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3/

purpose and signed by polling station electoral
officials.

The registration procedures provided in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall continue until
the conclusion of the voter registration period.
On the final day of the registration, the electoral
officials, upon signing in the open space
provided immediately after the last registered
voter, shall close the electoral roll.

Unless otherwise determined by the Board,
once the electoral roll is closed, no new voter
shall be registered; nothing shall be entered or
written on it.

26. Displaying the Electoral Roll to the Public

23

1/

2/

3/

Upon conclusion of voter registration, the
electoral roll shall be officially displayed to the
public in the premises of the polling station for
10 days.

Representatives of political parties or the
independent candidates contesting in the polling
station or their agents may inspect the electoral
roll upon filing a request to the head of a
polling station.

At the end of the elections, the electoral roll
shall be deposited in the Board’s regional
branch office or a lower level elections office
that is close to the polling station.
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27. Registration Complaints

Any person or political organization with grievance
on the voter’s registration may lodge a complaint
along with the reason with the Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee. The Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee shall decide in
accordance with Article 152 of this Proclamation.

ncellation of Registration

1/ No person, except when his insanity is verified
by an authorized body or by sufficient evidence,
registered fraudulently or more than once,
deceased, or unless his voting rights have not
been restricted by the decision of a court based
on relevant law, shall be removed from the
electoral roll because of a complaint lodged

against him.

2/ When one of the incidents listed in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article occurs, courts, hospitals, Idirs
of the community
knowledgeable of the matter are obligated to
report the matter to the Board’s regional branch
office, the constituency or the polling station

within two days of the incident.

or other members

3/ The Board’s regional branch office, the
constituency or polling station shall, upon
receiving evidence in accordance with Sub-
Article (2) of this Article, cancel the name of

the registered voter.

29. Permanent Electoral Roll

1/ The Board may set the procedures for the
preparation of the permanent electoral roll, with
periodic updates and revisions, for every

constituency.

2/ The electoral roll shall be prepared and
regularly revised by the Board’s regional
branch offices and lower level offices led by an
expert appointed by the Board and in
collaboration with the Central Statistic
Authority and other relevant institutions.

3/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to
the preparation, maintenance and revision of the

electoral roll as well as the use of technology.
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30.

CHAPTER TWO

REGISTRATION OF CANDIDATES

Location of Candidates Registration

Candidates registration shall be carried out in
constituencies at least 90 days prior to the election
day and in accordance with the Board’s established
timetable for candidate’s registration.

31. Criteria for Candidature

1/ Any person shall be eligible to contest as a
candidate who:

a) is an Ethiopian citizen and registered to be
elected;

b) is 21 years of age or above on the date of
registration;

c) has resided in the constituency of his
intended candidature continuously for one
year before the election day; or his place of
birth is in the constituency of his intended
candidature;

d) seeks to contest in a city or Worede that has
more than one constituency and if he has
been on a regular work duty for two years in
the city or Woreda, then he can choose to
contest in any constituency in that city or

Woreda;

have not been

e)

whose electoral rights
stripped of by law or the decision of a court;

is not declared as incapable of making
effective decisions due to insanity verified
by an authorized body or by sufficient
evidence;

has accepted and signed, if an independent
candidate himself or if put forward by
political party that has put him forward as
candidate — the party, the election code of
conduct to be issued by the Board in
accordance with this Proclamation.

g)

2/ The criteria in Sub-Article (1) (g) of this Article

shall not apply to a person:

a) who has been outside of the constituency on
a duty or study;

b) who, having been previously elected in the
constituency, is already in office.
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3/

4/

5/

1/

2/

In addition to the criteria set out in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, an independent candidate
shall secure endorsement signature of not less
than 5,000 from the constituency’s residents
whose age is 18 years of age or above as
verified by a local administrator; whose voting
rights have not been restricted by law or a court
decision or due to insanity. However, the
endorsement signature for an independent
candidate with physical disability shall not be
less than 3,000.

The verification process of authenticity of the

endorsement  signatures submitted by
independent candidates shall be similar to the
verification of the authenticity of the

endorsement signatures of founding members
required for political parties’ registration in
accordance with Articles 64 and 65 of this
Proclamation.

If an independent candidate has been found
submitting fraudulent endorsement signatures
from persons who did not express their support,
uses fictitious name and signature or does any
other act of fraud ascertained based a person’s
report or the Board’s investigation, without
prejudicing to the punishment based on the
criminal law, the candidate’s application shall
be rejected or his registration revoked and the
person shall be barred for three years from
participating as an independent candidate or as
a political party leader or member.

32. Candidates Nomination

Any legally registered political party may
compete in elections conducted in accordance
with this Proclamation by nominating
candidates who fulfill the criteria.

Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, political party candidates,
besides fulfilling the criteria outlined in Article
31 (1) of this Proclamation, each candidate
competing for a House of Peoples’
Representative seat shall produce 3,000
endorsement signatures from voters residing in
the constituency where he is contesting, and a
candidate with physical disability shall
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produce 1,500 endorsement signatures,
respectively; and a candidate contesting for a
regional council seat shall produce 1,000
endorsement signatures and the candidates
with physical disability shall produce 750

endorsement signatures, respectively.

3/ The list of political party nominated candidates
shall be submitted to the Board by the leader
or representative of the political party, front or
coalition.

4/ Political party nominated candidates shall
present an evidence of nomination by a party
and consent of the person to be nominated
along with details of candidature.

5/ Front or coalition of political parties shall
nominate only one candidate for a single
council seat in a constituency.

6/ Any candidate shall register in person. Where
the candidate is unable to register in person, he
may register through the political party
nominating  him, provided that the
documentary evidences are presented, and
where necessary, witnesses ascertain that he
fulfills the candidature criteria.

7/ Candidate registration shall be conducted
where at least two election officials are
present.

33. Civil Servants Contesting Elections

27

1/ Any civil servant:

a) may contest in an election as an independent
candidate or as a member of a political party;

b) contesting in an election shall be granted
leave without pay during the campaign period
and election time;

c) contesting for council seats at any level is
prohibited from using the properties of the
employing  government  office  when
campaigning during the election time.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, judges, prosecutors,
soldiers, the police and
enforcement forces, security agency workers

other law
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and employees of the Board, shall resign
from their positions in the event of their
nomination as independent or political party
candidates.

3/ Judges, prosecutors, soldiers, members of the
police and other law enforcement forces,
security agency workers and employees of
the Board shall not participate in the support
of the election of any candidate through
speeches, writings
during the election period.

34. Candidates Signature Endorsement

A resident of a constituency who is eligible to vote

and similar activities

shall not provide endorsement signatures for
candidates whose number is more than twofold of
the seats.

35. Issuance of Candidature Certificate

1/ A candidate identified in accordance with
Article 32 shall be entered into the candidate
registration form and issued with a candidature
certificate.

2/ Candidature certificates of  political
organization candidates may be given to the

candidate or to the nominating organization.

36. Announcement of Candidates to the Public

Once the candidates are identified in accordance
with this Proclamation, commencing with the end
of candidate registration, the constituency election
office shall announce to the public the list of
candidates.

37. Candidature Symbols

1/ Any candidate may submit his candidature
symbol or choose from those prepared by the
Board.

2/ Candidates of one political party may use the
same symbol at all election levels.

3/ Candidates of a political party competing for
council seats shall use the same symbol in all
constituencies.

4/ A political party or independent candidate shall
be given priority to choose the symbol he used
in previous elections.

28
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38.

5/ The Management Board shall give appropriate
decision on disputes regarding elections
symbols.

6/ Any symbol shall not:

a) be similar to that of other candidates;

b) be in anyway related to anything or
condition that may trigger directly or
indirectly hatred or conflict between nation
and nationality, race or religion;

c) convey a message of war or any unlawful
act;

d) have resemblance to the flags or emblems of
the Federal or Regional Governments, other
political parties' emblems; flags or emblems
of various International Organizations, or
Religious Organizations’ symbols;

e) violate public moral, ethics and other related
matters.

7/ The Board shall determine in a directive the
ballot paper layout of the candidates’ images
and symbols, the sequence and related matters
in a manner that is clear to political parties and
independent candidates.

han and Replacement of Candidatur

Svmbols

1/The Board may, in accordance with Article 37,
order a political party or an independent
candidate to change his symbol.

2/When the Board decides for a change of a
candidature symbol, it shall communicate that
decision to the political party or the
independent candidate within fifteen days after
the closing of candidate registration and request
him to submit or choose a replacement symbol.

3/When a political party or an independent
candidate is interested in replacing a symbol
chosen earlier, the change shall be notified to
the Board in writing within ten days after the
closing of candidate registration.

39. Withdrawal and Replacement of Candidates

1/ A political party or an independent candidate
may withdraw from an election.
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2/ A political party candidate who has withdrawn
from the election in accordance with sub-article (1)
of this Article shall notify his decision in writing to
the political party that has nominated him.

3/ A political party may change or replace a
candidate only within a week of the withdrawal
of the candidate; or where the candidate
withdraws after the end of candidate
registration period, replacement can be done
only during the month prior to voting day. The
criteria provided uner Article 32 of this

shall be the

replacement candidate.

Proclamation applicable to

40. Death of a Candidate

1/ Where a candidate of a political party dies
after the end of the candidate registration time,
the political organization of the deceased
candidate may replace the candidate within a
period of one month prior to voting date.

Where a political party contesting for election
has not submitted a replacement in accordance
with Sub-Article (1) of this Article, or the
political party’s candidate dies in less than a
month time to election day, the election shall

2/

continue with the remaining candidates in
accordance with the scheduled timetable.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, where a political party
informs the Board in writing that it cannot
replace the deceased candidate, the election
shall continue with the remaining candidates in
accordance with the scheduled timetable.

4/ Where there is a single candidate in a
constituency and that candidate has died, then
the election shall be conducted according to a
timetable set by the Board to register new

candidates.

41. Contesting Only in One Constituency

1/ A person may be nominated as a candidate only
in one constituency and only for a single seat
for House of Peoples’
Regional Council seat;

Representatives or

2/ A candidate may transfer from one constituency to
another during the period of candidate registration
and get registered afresh and contest there in
accordance with the law. Implementation thereof

shall be determined by the Board.
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1/ Candidate registered for election shall not be
arrested except in the case of flagrant delicto for
a serious offence.

2/ Where the case is not flagrant delicto as stated in

Sub-Article (1) of this Article, legal measures may

be taken against a candidate who carried out

illegal acts only after the elections results are

officially declared to the public by the Board.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(2) of this Article,
answerable for the crime committed during the

the winner shall be

election period only if his immunity is set aside
by the appropriate council.

CHAPTER THREE
ELECTI AMPAI

43. Conducting an Election Campaign

1/ From the day a candidate received a certificate
of candidature until four days to the election
day, the candidate on his own or through his
supporters has the right to call rallies and
organize peaceful demonstrations without the
need to from the
administration or municipality but by simply

request  permission
sending a written notification and respecting his
legal duties. He has also the right to receive
information he deems useful for his election
contest from the Board.
2/ Election campaigns to be carried out by
candidates and their supporters carried out
based on the directive to be issued by the Board
shall the
commencement of voting.
Election campaigns shall be conducted by
respecting the constitution and other relevant
laws, the rights of voters and the right of other
candidates

conclude four days prior to

3/

to contest in a peaceful and

democratic manner.

4/ The rights indicated in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall not be put in effect other than what
is provided in law.

5/ The Board shall issue election campaign code
of conduct to ensure that the election is peaceful

and fair.

31
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44. Use of the Mass Media

45.

46.

1/ Political parties contesting elections are entitled
to equal access to state-owned Mass Media
such as Radio, TV and Newspapers.

2/ Candidates shall be entitled to get access to free
airtime on state-owned Mass Media.

3/ The use of the state-owned Mass Media shall be
carried out in accordance with the allocation
directive to be issued by the Board in
collaboration with the Ethiopian Broadcasting
Authority and with the participation of the
contesting political organizations.

4/ The principles pertaining code of conduct and
implementation thereof to the use of private and
State-Owned  Mass  Media, Journalists’
coverage of elections News and related matters
shall be determined by the directive to be issued
by the Board.

ligation of Government Organ

To ensure the success of campaigning activities,
government officials at any level shall have the
obligation to create conducive conditions for
candidates to utilize such facilities as radio and
Television Stations, Newspaper, and Assembly
Halls under their respective authority without
discrimination. The Board shall issue a directive
pertaining to its implementation.

. .
Wwwr hibited

1/ It is prohibited to carry out
campaigns in the following Locations:

elections’

a) churches;

b) mosques;

¢) military camps and police stations;

d) within 200-meter radius of educational
institutions and their surrounding when
school is in session;

e) within 200-meter radius of a permanent or
periodic market place in a rural or urban
area while trading is officially in progress;
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f) governmental and public institutions during
regular working hours;

g) places and areas where other public

meetings are in progress.

2/ The Board shall determine the particulars in a

directive.
CHAPTER FOUR
TING PROCE
47. Beginning of ration of Polling Station

1/ Voting shall commence in all polling stations
simultaneously on a date the Board sets.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, of compelling
circumstances, the Board may set different dates
for polling stations affected by the circumstance.

in case

3/ In accordance with the directive to be issued by
the Board, voting shall begin:

a) In the presence of agents of political parties
and independent candidates, members of
Grievance Hearing Committee, observers
and election officials;

The head of the polling station upon
stated
Paragraph (a) that the ballot box is empty,

b)

showing to the persons above
after it is sealed by the provided seal, and
placed or hung it in front of observers and
within close proximity to them and in an
open place; and once minutes are recorded
about the opening of the poll in the form

provided by the Board.
48. Security of Polling Stations

1/ Polling stations shall be made ready prior to
election day by providing adequate protection
and security.

2/ Except for election officers, agents of political

parties and independent candidates, members of

Grievance Hearing Committee and accredited

election observers, anyone who is not a voter or

who has already voted shall not be present in a

polling station.
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

No person shall be found within a radius of five
hundred meters of the polling station inebriated,
carrying a weapon or in any other condition that
disrupts peace. In the event a person is found in
such a state, the head of the polling station shall
call for the support of security forces and take
necessary measures.

The responsibility of ensuring the security of
polling stations rests primarily on the head of
the polling station. Where the head of the
polling station, members of Grievance Hearing
Committee or polling station observers deem
that a police force is needed to safeguard the
polling station, they may make such requests to
the appropriate body. However, Grievance
Hearing Committee members, observers and
political parties and independent candidates’
agents shall make their request through the head
of the polling station.

The head of the polling station may order the
person who is not authorized to be in the
polling station or has attempted to disrupt the
electoral process to leave the polling station.
Where the person disobeys the order and
refuses to leave, the head may call upon the
police force to remove him. The police officer
upon discharging his duty shall leave the
polling station and return to his designated
place.

A police or security force or other person,
receiving an election security request from the
polling station head or chief election executive
of the constituency, has the duty to cooperate,
respond quickly and enforce the request in line
with Article 27 of Proclamation No. 1133/2019.

If a credible report emerges about a person
appearing in a polling station in possession of
suspicious documents, the person may be
searched in the presence of the head of polling
station, agents of all political organizations and
independent candidates and observers. In the
event that the suspicion is proven, appropriate
measures shall be taken.
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49. Voting Hours

1/ Unless the Board decides otherwise, voting
hours shall run from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.

2/ Where the Board decides special voting hours,
it shall announce to the public the special voting

hours at least two days prior to the voting day.

3/ Where the voting hour ends, the polling station
shall be closed. However, voters queued at the
premises of the polling station shall be allowed

to vote.

4/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, where the Board is convinced that
election’s freeness and fairness will be further
promoted, it may extend the voting hours.

5/ No person may be allowed to enter polling
stations before the opening and after the closing
of polling stations, except electoral officers,
members of Grievance Hearing Committee
elected from the public, candidates’ agents and

accredited election observers.

50. Casting Vote

1/ Any voter shall appear in person and cast his
vote with full freedom.

2/ Each voter shall cast his vote only once.

3/ While a voter may cast his vote at a polling
station where he is registered, he is allowed to
cast vote if:

a) he carries his voter's card;
b) his name is listed in the electoral roll; and

¢) it has been ascertained that he has not yet
voted.

4/ Unless the Board determines otherwise, all
voters shall cast their votes in a similar time

frame.
51. The Voting Process

1/ Each voter shall hand over his voter's identity
card, along with the document used to register
in accordance with Article 21 of this
Proclamation, to the electoral officers of the
polling station, whereupon they shall proceed to
verify his identity by examining information
provided.
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2/ Upon identifying the voter based on sub-Article
(1) of this Article and after ascertaining that the
voter has not voted, he shall be made to sign in
the column of the electoral roll designated for
the purpose.

3/ After the voter has signed on the electoral roll,
his thumb, if he doesn't have a thumb any of his
other fingers, shall be marked with indelible ink
after which he shall be handed with a ballot
paper and directed to the voting booth. If the
voter doesn't have fingers, the electoral officers
shall ascertain that he has not voted already
before they allow him to vote, marking with

indelible ink on a visible part of his body.

4/ In the voting booth, the voter shall put on the
ballot paper an “X," an unequivocal mark or a
thumb mark in the square corresponding to the
symbol of the candidate for whom he wants to
vote, after which he shall fold the ballot paper
and insert it in the ballot box or bag placed in

front of the observers and within clear sight.

5/ llliterate voters shall vote by dipping one of
their fingers in the ink made available and
pressing the inked finger in the square
corresponding to the symbol of the candidate
for whom they want to vote.

6/ Where the voter fails to properly make use of or
spoils the ballot paper, he may return the spoilt
ballot paper and receive a replacement and cast
his vote.

7/ The head of the polling station having given
special mark or written “spoilt’ at the back of
the ballot box returned based on Sub-Article (6)
of this Article, place it in a place provided for
this purpose.

8/ The Board may deploy technology to assist
with the voting and, in accordance with Article
58 of this Proclamation, the vote counting
processes. This shall be done in consultation
with contesting political parties and the
particulars shall be determined by a directive to
be issued by the Board.
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52. Voters Who Need Assistance

1/ The disabled, the elderly and pregnant women
shall be given priority during registration as
well as voting.

2/ Any voter who needs assistance to put a mark
on his ballot paper and insert it into the ballot
box has the right to select his own assistant. The
election officer, to the extent possible, shall
explain to the voter his rights so that he can
properly understand and use it. The particulars

shall be determined in a directive.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the person selected by the
voter requiring assistant shall be of 18 years old
or above and shall not be a candidate or an

agent of a candidate.

53. Non-interruption of the Voting Process

1/ The voting process shall not be interrupted or
stopped.

With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article:

2/

a) Where voting is interrupted for any compelling
reason, even for a short period of time, and
when the electoral officers are convinced that
the problem has been resolved, voting may
resume immediately once the incident has been
recorded in the minute.

b) Where voting cannot be resumed due to

force majeure and the problem cannot be

resolved, the incident shall be recorded in
the minute and voting shall be discontinued
it and the matter shall be

immediately reported immediately to a

where is;
higher elections branch office.

A voting process discontinued in accordance

with Sub-Article (2) (b) of this Article shall be

conducted at another time determined by the

Board.

3/

54. Disputing the Right to Vote

1/ An agent of a candidate may, before the
issuance of ballot papers to any voter, challenge
a person who is in the process of voting on the
grounds that he is not eligible to vote or has not
been registered to vote in that particular polling
station.
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2/ Where a voter is denied a ballot paper, a
complaint may be submitted by the voter
himself or a candidate’s agent.

3/ An agent of a candidate or a voter may object
improper action of an election officer, agent of
a candidate or on other person found within the
polling station on grounds other than the
provisions of Sub-Article (1) and (2) of this

Article.

4/ The Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee shall, after assessing the complaints
made in accordance with the provisions of this
Article, notify its decision in writing to the
person or body lodging the complaints prior to
conclusion of voting.

The head of the polling station shall keep a
written record of the complaints submitted in
accordance with this Article and responses

provided to the complaints.
55. Yoting on a Provisional Ballot

1/ Where Grievance Hearing Committee of the
polling state is convinced that a person whose
right to vote has been challenged in accordance
with Article 54 should be allowed to cast a
provisional vote, such a person shall cast a
provisional ballot in an envelope prepared for
thisurpose.

A vote cast in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
above may be counted or rejected based on a
decision made in accordance with Article 153.

5/

2/

56. The Ballot Paper and Ballot Box

1/ The ballot papers to be prepared by the Board
for any type of election shall be user friendly
and secure against fraud.

2/ The ballot paper to be prepared by the Board

shall contain the candidates' photographs,

candidates’ symbols, full names of candidates
and names of their political party.

3/ The number of ballot papers the Board sends to
each polling station shall be equal to that of
registered voters in each polling station, with a
few extra ballot papers for contingency.

The Board and electoral officers at every level
shall handle the ballot papers with high

standard of care and security.

4/
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nAA. Zvéot LT L0YSA::

/Oy A7eAR 700 RIPR (B) aowlcr
09°Cen nMA- AVéT L+ PorLh Lo $me-
egeCen, MO0 Lo+ Pholi oA T huAl
Phavdme CPLJ A etk AMAT ARG
PgeCon, JMLLT 10T ool halT::

0/ PHLY  ATPA hL909°  HCHCT  (CS-
Novand @ A.ONT LTAAN::

LR $me hPZwCs Lot

b/ £9°0 AONm- RTLAMTEL P9°Cm MO, Lor-
D4 Pmé Ao Cheb oh.AT: hvHA
Phavdm- CPLJ A1 el AMAT ARG
PgeCen,  JHOPT AT AN 9OCen,
ANLRDLPT RT9TT 07145 O P4 7E
0L9° (o AT ANCYTT ov§ 47 17149017 :-
U/ A9°Cen, M0 Pao-  CRLONMT  PLYCH
ao1s8), @b AT GavHYNA:

A/ Noa-l: €9°0 PAm- ool 7 AT
Lavl0N:

A/ CHIANG 24 AL PAPA. PLI°0
ao(eh), @l PATT AT Lol ::

5/ all ballot boxes shall be made from translucent
material.

6/ Any transfer of election documents from one
person to another shall follow the legal
receiving procedures for such transfers. The
Board shall determine the in a directive.

CHAPTER FIVE
TING AND AN

RESULTS
57. Place of Vote Counting

1/ Vote counting of any election shall take place at
the polling station where voting took place.

TE NCEMENT OF

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the vote counting shall take
place at the secretariat of the constituency,
where due to disruption of security or other
similar compelling reason, such a request is
made to the constituency by the polling station
electoral officer and the request is granted by
the constituency or when electoral officer of the
constituency decides.

The vote counting to be conducted at the
secretariat of a constituency in accordance with
Sub-Article (2) above, shall be made in the
presence of agents of candidates, members of
the Grievance Hearing Committee elected by
the public and election observers.

The Board may issue a directive to determine
the implementation of this Article.

58. Commencement and Process of Voting

1/ Upon the closure of polls, the head of the polling
station, in the presence of candidates' agents,

3/

4/

Grievance Hearing Committee members elected
by the public, election observers and other
election officers and after establishing the
existence of sufficient natural or artificial light,
shall:

a) record the number of ballot paper issued for
that polling station;

b) record the number of voters who have cast
their votes on that day; and

¢) count and record the number of invalid and
unused ballot papers.

39
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g/ L9y dmé- hawBavs. (141 PLI°H avhon@- 2/ After the bodies indicated in Sub-Article (1) of
A7 A Pa-Thél AT L9°6 aviml this Article have ascertained that the ballot box
haoCavde (14T O30T Vb3 ooPP-y: has not been opened, the seals are in the same
PLIX APrI® PP LL: PATANL ®LI° condition as they were prior to commencement
ANANT  PALLANT aoPs7 Y A7T+x of voting, that the ballot box has not been
7040 WA (8) etadat Ahad hdome broken, damaged or tampered with, and the
AT PAr0h OTPH (RA ANE7 Novhdo same has been recorded in the minute, then
90 PAMVTFD oldET Nov-a. LoMa.:: the seal shall be broken and the ballot box shall
PegoR anfer, APRI° OL oot CLI1MA: be opened; and the ballot papers taken out. It

shall be ascertained that the ballot box is empty.

i/ oComm- eThRa ATALE NG 0AT Uy 3/ Where the election is to different councils, after
looPave ¢ ALNC Ok PTOmT L9706 the votes given to each council are sorted, the
aofien,  @lbtT DA (1A PATS. 9ohC votes for one council shall be counted and those
0t AEPC AT ARLTS TS Aok PTAmar for each candidate registered; and the same
PLIR RPC eI RrSAP PAA@- 9°NC procedure shall be followed for the other
0L Smé- Favdde L8N :: council.

o/ Y KWiPAR 700 A7PR (8) Otevdlirto- 4/ Should there not be sufficient light to
ao(\l T Pmé AwPan(C P e0NTA (N commence counting in accordance with Sub-
ACYT PAA AZLPT Phol: ohAT: hun Article (1) of this Article, agents of the
P-tavldm- PPL 21 helk AQAT ARG candidates, members of the Grievance Hearing
pgecen, M. Pom-  YAL LU Nov\R Committee elected by the public, and the head
PANVR  LLLLTIN:: LV AUT VAP of the polling station shall sign a record stating
pegea ao(en, wlPET ANdALO PRSP this matter. When this happens, all ballot papers
Yen AILEC 079 €49 LU T o- shall be kept properly with appropriate security
(FE20m Vs R3804 avfl halll:: measures provided. The individuals listed in
MY 700 AP eradbdt AT hé.an this sub-article can remain in the polling station
N9°Csm, M, Par ovHP-1 LFAA.:: should they chose to do so.

&/ Y Rrbx 100 ATPAR (8) ol 5/ The vote counting that was interrupted in
P1PLm PR Pmé- 1L NP TAm- accordance with Sub-Article (4) of this Article,
7 A8 (LIM1L haPE A%e A%T P9 shall resume no later than 7 A.M on the next
LOLGAN:: day.

B 0Lgo dmior LR VLT ha 07I0T 6/ If an election officer, a political party or an
7L PI°Com, Wb P70 ICl o eY° agent of an independent candidate submits a
AN Aok oA PoLJ PPLN RIRUT complaint alleging flawed counting process, the
pgeCen, a0 fo- PLJ AL holk RSR7 Polling Station Grievance Hearing Committee
aoCPC 0420 0Ly AN1e g has to investigate and decide on the matter
A% N7L0AT L oOF @Az LATA:: immediately or no later than twelve hours.
(geCen, M, eo- @L9° (9°CH nAA Té6 Based on the decision of the polling station or
07 o1k oA PR Bmio: VB PT Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee,
ANNNS AT9LLPT 0L9° RILPIC ATLUI the voting process may be discontinued or
ATL  RNLALYE 890 Smé-  AILhLE stopped or where necessary, re-counted.
ALY LTAN::

i5.00 P2 AAQ £L£PX avhn @lbtT 59. Invalid Vot

8/ £9°0  CTOMOVTo- @ld T hehtacr 1/ A vote shall be deemed invalid for one of the
S’“h'}f'f‘ﬁ‘ OA7% PO AAQ AU'F ,ﬁﬁ"\h-:- following reasons:

V) Pamdectis “T¥rT (NG LTIAONT DUy a) if it identifies the voter by name;

40
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Q) A9°NC O Aovldp L FA@- ool 6™ T b) if it contains marking for more candidates to
$PC NAL  AVTo AP T AT the council than the voter is allowed to
PN Uy make;

Ah) 9290 AT PATLLINT hUy: ¢) ifitis blank;

av) avleols VYT RTRawlm oo (P d) it does not clearly indicate the voter’s intent;
PO LNEIC s

w) RIP PLI°H oohon, @b T PAUT e) where, the ballot paper is not legal or issued
OLI°  (9°Con, MO Lo PLATAL by the polling station.
PLg°0 avlion, @lP T QP::

€/ Y KWiP& 100 AFPR (8) oowlt PO 2/ Ballot papers invalidated in accordance with

AAN CHRLT wldPtT NECUTo- “o-LP” Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be clearly

PN AV 00T ANFFo- THrlo- marked "INVALID" on back, counted

eI separately and sealed.

Z. Q0L Emé maGPE 60. Conclusion of Vote Counting

ng°Con,
AT TG P P:-
,b‘/ ﬂﬂlzl”k ﬂﬂ,’J‘(D' f"l“l"f‘ PI°C om), i‘n&‘q(lll-yj:f‘g

e/ P 1eHmlm-

a.e Py Lm- PLIAR Hmée

AS Phobr oho T AmPAL PLI9°0 haap
AT CEméar L& ATAVI o-mA: ThhA
NA@Pr aly 2497 N°LH2Em- PO M0k
AT P9°Cem, MP oM ool oG P AL,
LALLM TP (11 ES ok Pés-
Lfam  Phoks ohA P& 07 hOheonon
LoCTIN::

Pe9°p aohsn, @l I
Y ~A7Px 700 ATPR (B) oowldr
Pl d.Lava- PY°Con), aq..e oM.l
oo M Po: PANNR AT PICCHm,
om T Modf PO ACen  hAA
0% LAYA::

i/ P90 Bmeé- o-m oo FTIawF @ Ad.Lovwr

Phch: oA A7L PEB, 0% Lo LAMA::

x5 PEme- o-mt A1440

b/ A9°Css, a(.f 1841 PEmé amt

AN, fo- XA 1135 PL9°H an()sB),
A 2 o S | U T o | L T SO o ) T Tl
&R PAm ool AT PPIC AL
PPA: PAPA: PHIAGS PO AAQ PUT
L9 aofem, @lPTTT Mt ARG
AhPL1A15% hels P1T@7 PL9°% ANT
Nwp?t $méo- MtmSPd ORIL AT
a-r (9°Cs A\ fo- “NIodLf ANS
AL o7 AVHA 124 010X AAOT::
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Upon conclusion of vote counting at a polling
station:

1/ Electoral officers and agents of candidates present
shall ascertain that the voting and counting
process and the results thereof are valid by signing
on the minutes and form designated for this
purpose. However, any agent of a candidate who
has complaints regarding the process and results
may register his complaints on the form and affix
his signature thereto.

2/ The votes shall be sealed and
immediately sent to the constituency together
with the polling station results confirmation
form, minutes and the polling station results
announcement form that have been signed in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3/ A copy of the counting
confirmation form shall be issued immediately
to the agent of a candidate who has signed the
form.

counted

vote results

61. Announcement of Results

1/ Results of the vote counting conducted at a
polling station shall be posted on a notice board
of the polling station within an hour after the
conclusion of ballot counting indicating the
number of ballot paper issued for that polling
station; the number of registered voters in the
polling station; number of voters who cast their
vote; the number of used, unused, invalid and
spoiled ballot papers; and the number of votes
obtained by each candidate.
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€/ P9°Com, AN PI°Con, RVET LT PO 2/ Upon receiving the results of the elections to
TohfTT PhAA 9°hC LT AOAT 9°Ceon, the House of Peoples’ Representatives and
oMot hP9eCon MO Lo+ AWTRLLVTO- ®F9° Regional Councils from each polling station,
LM m DAP9® NAL PPy U3 hADman constituency electoral officers shall, in the
NO-FPC NI°Con NAA- LLI°A avOsn, L Hho- presence of candidates or their agents, add up
ntasee A hh9eat €51 aalam L and announce the elections results to the public
00T TO8SLPT oL o T T oo 07 within five days of the conclusion of ballots
N+ Lolo- T3 o-m it avin L4 unless prevented by circumstances that are
el KAV ®-: : evidently beyond their control.

P/ Aot T@8%6PT AlrA L9°4 17107 I Fo- 3/ Where two candidates receive equal number of
N0 ANTEL0F AAP T ANTFIE POt votes and it is impossible to determine the
ATLUY A €90 P TS8P winner, a re-election shall be conducted only
NF Falta NCS 020010 LH L9 between the candidates who have received
goCen, ATLAPAUTD LLLIA:: equal number of votes at a later date to be

. determined by the Board.

8/ eCen, RAA PFCon  DALST  (NY 4/ The electoral officers of a constit

- uency,

WibR 00 KPR (§) ovwdd L4 concerning the results they announced in

PLLVTT @it accordance with Sub-Article (2) above shall:

V) AToS5e2T of ohtFe- Co-mt a) issue a copy of result confirmation form to
oo T LAMA.: candidates or their agents;

A) lo-m-t “1ote o Pato- Wil PE b) fill in the result announcement form and
ANCS AVET 0T A0 AT send a copy to the Board Secretariat as well
PEPT (PRLBE®-  ACLTT PCIE as to electoral branch offices at every level.
AV4A AT eahA.::

&/ NCS NhmPAL P9°Com,  o-m T hPI°Con, 5/ The Board, until it receives all results from each
naae G ANhLCOAm- €40 hP9°Cen, constituency, may announce at its Secretariat
NAA- PopA-T3 PUNAN 10?1 PhAA provisional results from constituencies for
ohe LT AQAT Pyecen, @l elections to House of Peoples' Representatives
MLLLPYF  ONCS AV T OLF AJAR and Regional Councils. The Board shall
LHAA:: PFI° P9Comm- L4P ao-m T OT announce the provisional election results where
P51 o-0P QAR OGS LILPP @-ml:d the final official results have not been
L MELD LECNI A determined within 10 days.

i/ Ngecen, naacT ?-aNa(l- LR 6/ The ballot papers cast in each constituency
e FANVTFo  wlddtT  Filoe  h9ecCen, should be sealed and transported to and stored
naa- OPCOT 021715 OCS ACNHT AVé.oT at the nearest Board Office or Regional Board
0T 0Ly MMAA PCIRE KV 0T Secretariat.

ArePaom LRLIN::

i/ erx eramWTe-  0dbdtTT Kl 7/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to

AT909° hAo18 hhao it WG5S HCNC
avavd @ PO\ ::

e L4-P ovlrm

b/ PI°C -

720 laSPPs  And.Aan,
o/l 2T htanal: kA ¢H421m hadye
nag  evr v haomer (0APC
aecsno- €7 Prae aaAT T PTAH o0
+rae ookt 10T PPH £4-P
av)(\sB), CMMA\::
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keeping and disposal of ballot papers after
elections.

62. Official Declaration

1/ Upon the conclusion of electoral process and
collection of the necessary information, the
Board, unless prevented by circumstances that
are evidently beyond its control, within 10 days
after the election day shall make an official
declaration containing the following particulars:
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V) Ptaol Il ool PG a) The number of registered voters;

Q) £9°0 PAm- ool fPCE b) The number of voters that have cast their vote;

h) £&9°0 fams LANM ¢-1aoll ] ¢) The percentage of registered voters that have
vl aom’y (NooA4§ s cast their votes and of those that have not;

av) Clavdme  Adx®T NS NCHCS d) The list of elected candidates and their
Prlanldml PI°Com AAA: respective constituency;

W) PATGE 7 TCLPT AR e) The list of winner political parties and

o ‘ ’ 1.: - oo independent candidates as well as the
eI TOSSCPT AG APTRC Ok number of seats they have won for each
L1917 avpaver, (N council;

Ll PPI° AL PPA: PAPA: PP @B PV f) The number of used, unused and invalid
PLgey  avhen, @bl RLISTS Aol ballot papers and the total votes each
NeeCon, MOLo- PTTO- PLI0 @Ml candidate obtained in each polling station
e 1\:{\ 4 R0 ;'" eatt ’ BT and other relevant information.

& o a] b K ‘M go e
§ MY A& 700 AIPR (B) PI0R- 2/ With out prejudice to the provisions of Sub-
B Aredmld U (09°Con, "h AD RlE Article (1) above, if complaints lodged on

105 P ¢ l"(.ﬂ‘ ?\(L e results at constituency level has the effect of
7'_11 ’ a:m’ £ - " delaying the declaration of result, the official

oMt oo )AART RTLHE POPRC I vy declaration of result may be extended up to 20

L4 om CU0AR0T W Anh B P days.

Ll AL LTAN::

PART FOUR
NEA hét
POLITICAL PARTIES IN GENERAL
0a Zath TCEPT QmPAa

POCG R & HAPTER ONE

P70t TCh hav(il-dt FORMATI F POLITICAL PARTY
ZF. eZ70h TGt 0 avavp it 63. Political Partyv Formation
B @9 RACECP  P2ath TCE 1/ Every Ethiopian has the right to form a political

pyddge  @me9e  erah TCL ANA party or be a member of a political party.

Pao P oo~ hho-:

e/ PIFEm9° ALm- NIE GovG  ILe
NAL PP A% (Y APE avw (-t
PRIC APE oC9° PAAA P ah TG
ANA CooP7 ool hQm-::

P/ (Y Ri1Px 70-0 A7PR (B) AT (B)

ey 1Mo (LSCY Pelhtact AP

e ath TGl AOA oo ALY

V) A5

A) 2P0 h:

4) PoohAh e AC-PT AOA:

av) 070N PRUTYTT WG PATI hhAt
[\ V7% A

w) PACSH AANANGT AT OG5 ::

Y ArP&x 700 RrPx (F) etamdat

a2 07°ath 7CE AMATT AonGbadn

W.ar  Poopaml Oy ovAPP

ANVT@-: ¢
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2/ Every Ethiopian 18 years of age and above

has the right to be a member of a National or

Regional Party in accordance with this
Proclamation.
3/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-articles

(1) and (2), the following persons shall not be
members of a political party:

a) Judge;

b) Prosecutor;

¢) Member of the defense;

d) Employee of the police force, intelligence
units and security forces;

e) The official of the Board and employees.

4/ 1If the persons listed in sub-article (3) intend to
be members of a political party, they shall

resign from their government service.
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& Y A7PE 100 AIPR (F) OTL07

A Ao WPHo Lo 7)o d é-()
4L RrLAPP  THPE (%00l To-
AN ANLALD ACIE LNGA::

i Nece 0T od Cowdl§ Pavavlep

Ny
Qe

aoA(l-l: PN Qo A1%0- 0998 e
Hao™y P70 JCHT FU TN ao(Py
ALTAY::

. R1C_h+SE 7 0th TCt OAavanhdit

b/ KT e 0NCEN TCE WIC ATe 7 0Eh

TCA T P00t o-:-
V) T, oo ANAT A5 T

A) heend T RIAE o0t hd oot
PLNAM-T  PATL NAA  of0F
1PLPT O

)T PG ool RAAT 1P 1T -

NAEEe LT ANT  DANT
o0t (Le7T0 Ohiok nANT o0
1PEPT AT RS

av) (1LY RKIPA 100 AIPA (B) (h)
oow /il hPhAA. AVIC APs TG

av o L5y n2.ooi10-1-  KAOAT
NALTSAT85 NAAN  hAd-  A9°0E

Noo-f-@- a2 1P¢ AP 1o-::

g any ArPx 00 ATPAR (B) ol

i/ (v

a0 WA AL T8 Goo§
nn.e nAg ve M2 ol N Ce N1
o4y  Pavyelp  avA(1P o P44
?7°aqlh T ClLo FUTA Ao P’}
a7 I5Fo- hoo-A. A“PFo- 17 09 4T
LCVTFo- 1005 (-Feol(HNT Khaq,
"P6 NAPSTo- AT Clho- 40707,
LLLN vt AT - :

AIPR 100 ATTPR () ~C
Plaoprlo: Pov o loT RAAT avldB Ph0A7
ov-(. AY°: P A& PO LI 0lh:
ATECANNN: LN NS A a9
ol P RPC: CIPLTT P11
981 PPLNm- PiPLl- 140010 avp @
¢PC PAm DY ovpf RP4: LC AT
PPN b7 POLIARGT  RTLUYI° Panl®
N7 A9°G &CT e aoV7 RANT::
my Krea 700 A7Px (8) A (I)
taoopqtrtom. oow i TGl P99 ePCllo-
PaoloT RAAT avl® FRNAT T A4
JCltoe oLy TCTor A0
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5/

6/

1/

2/

3/

4/

A person who violates sub-article (3) of this
Article shall be deemed to have willingly
resigned from his government service and the
necessary measures will be taken on him by the
relevant authority.

A person who has been deprived of his right to
vote and be elected by a judicial decision shall
not become a member of a political party for
the duration of his ban.

64. F ion of a Nationwide Political P

A political party shall be formed as a
nationwide political party where:

a) it has at least 10,000 founding members;

b) not more than 40 Percent of its founding
members are residents of a single region;

c) the remaining founding members are

permanent residents of at least four other

regions of Ethiopia; and

d) the number of members registered as
founders in each region as laid down in Sub
-Article (1) (c) of this Article constitutes at
least fifteen percent (15%) of the total

founding members.

The founding members specified under sub-
article (1) of this Article: must be at least 18
years old; not deprived of the right to vote by
law or a court’s decision; their consent to be
members of the political party expressed by
their signature affixed next to their full name;
and must have submitted to the party evidence
of  their residence in the place of their
registration.

The document signed by the founding members in
accordance with sub-article(2) of this Article, shall
specify the member’s full name, sex, age, Kebele
or Woreda, as appropriate special name for their
residence area or house number; type of proof of
residence, identification number of proof of
residence if available, signature and the date of
registration as well as the name and signature of
the person who took down these particulars.

In accordace with Sub-Article (2) and (3) of this
Article the party or the person who presents the
party’s document to have the party registered
shall attach a statement of oath confirming that
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&/ OAOAr T

%/ QN

T/ (HY

poy Pavp-t Ao PN ovfd PPCOAA=
AméNG U8 ALITI (0CH  aoOlT
ANAE N92.940T AMO0N, CTPLT T 214917
Povam-l- NANT7 hao- A 2C oo ONC
ALNE LTAAN::

eatool Ao PoniiN
N°70e0A: HOTE A9°F &4LC MM E1:
PANT OG- A7SA (770omAA 0£9° (A4
Phe LNl oo 1L PhLN avlE N7 T a-9°
ao- 0°7.¢CN P47 0L9° 0CS 00

N°2.e.Cm Qa4 CHLLANT  R7U%
A0 QAo PoOTEA  h? oowlF
PULONLD ACIE R7L1mNd UT:E

V) hae etmddw-  PNCAC A0C

CJobo TCLo- N9°H10 AL AfA U
PPl 9NN QoA 0P TLCH
AP ract ROt Qoo TCorlhar
07 ath ICAT hovao il LhahAdA:
ATS09° h7eacnc  r¢ oC
VI LA VIG@-9° PTCL ovd:
D44 AT 00N 0TCT odrl oL9°
AATT hood- 1§ LJ1%A::

A) e eramddam-  CU0CAC  AH0C
Pdodto  ITCrto-  toon LPL
ordme- R4 Wr PHOme- 4P
TACH  A“LPra-T AP0 GavDol
TCro 070 TCEIrT Aavaoin
AT%.0-9° s NCNC  A04 IC
VIt LA VIG @90 PG ovd:
544, AT 2000 0T CA: ool oLY9°

AATTF  ood1q R78LTA o0l

A0

RIPR 700 RIPAR (B) oowlor
e7ath TCLheo-  oo0GT RAATT

n°z.ea0a-001+ 1.0 2377 A  eafee
NANAN.@- £A- PUNLTON NEATT T PRA
MITHN avpn a7 A0l

7/ OCS W78 ool il WIC Ads P70k

TCE Y ATPER 100 ATPR (B)
Ploopirtro7  NPTHFo7 PAAAT  RPC
74 P+ TClo- 0PU-AT  hovl:

o ePCNmw-7 1P ULER HCHC &7 Co
aow /A (17784 PLIVNA::
IR 00 RIPR (B)  aewli

a1 LT ROAT PACoo (1T 4TS AMHAN L4
e V1L 1oz
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the particulars of the founding members are
correct. When doubtful circumstances happen,
the Board may, in collaboration with the body
mandated to grant proof of residence in the
founding members’
investigate the circumstance.

place of residence,

5/ Where a fraudulent registration of a person as a
member; using fictitious name and signature; or
fraudulent impersonation or other presentation
of fraudulent information by a party has been
established following complaint by any person
or investigation by the Board, without prejudice
to the sanctions to be imposed in accordance
with the relevant criminal law:

a) if the above-mentioned party involved in fraud
is in the process of getting registered, its
registration application shall be rejected, and
the party shall be barred from registering as a
political party for the next five years. A leader
or member of the party’s management or any
other person who have been implicated in the
fraud will be barred from party leadership or
membership.

b) if the abovementioned party involved in
fraud has already been registered, the
registration shall be cancelled, and the party
shall be barred from registering as a political
party for the next five years and leader or
member of the party’s management or any
other person who have been implicated in
the fraud will be barred from party
leadership or membership.

6/ The recruitment of founding members in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall reflect gender considerations and the
contribution of members of the local
community.

7/ The Board shall
Nationwide Political Party has the requisite
minimum number of members specified under
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, based on a
members’ list that the party will presents every

verify that a registered

two years.

8/ The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub—Article (2) of this
Article shall be a document open to the public.
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B/ 115 To-9° £LE 9°Con N°7.0% 01 Nov’y
PoLPCAN PPN P OE Pavlptt 9ONN
newfovs. Wi 5T 04T PPN WUy
Phck: 2T 9°N10 hoofavg. (14 oomG PP
A0

xE&. fhad eZ7ath TGt 0dA avavhi -t

&/ R1L  eZ70Eh TCd: NhAA 7 aEh
TG Polaon0 ot
U/ 8 oot i, ool ROAT AS6E AG
A/ QILY oo ANAT o0 hOAA oo
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9/ Registration requests submitted at any level
during any election period shall be addressed
before = commencement of  candidates’
registration if submitted 90 days prior to
commencement of voter registration.

65. Formation of a Regional Political Party

1/ A political party shall be formed as a Regional
Political Party where:

a)
b) more than sixty percent (60%) of the

founding members are permanent residents
of the same regional state.

it has 4000 founding members;

2/ The founding members provided under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article: must be 18 years of
age and above; not deprived of the right to vote
by law or a court’s decision; must have
expressed their consent to be members of the
political party; and must have submitted to the
party proof of their residence in the place of

their registration.

3/ The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub-Article (2) above
shall specify the member’s full name, sex, age,
Kebele or Woreda, as appropriate special name
for their residence area or house number; type
of proof of residence, identification number of
proof of residence if available, signature and the
date of registration as well as the name and
signature of the person who took down these
particulars.

4/ The verification of the information about the
founding members that the party presents in
accordance with Sub-Articles (2) and (3) of this
Article and the sanctions to be imposed if
fraudulent information is discovered, shall be in
accordance with Article 64 (4) and (5).

5/ The recruitment of founding members in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall reflect gender considerations and the
involvement of members of the local

community.

6/ The Board shall verify that a registered Regional
Political Party has the requisite minimum number
of members specified under Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, based on a members’ list that the party

presents every two years.
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7/ The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub—Article (2) of this
Article shall be a document open to public.

8/ Registration requests submitted at any level
during any election period shall be addressed
commencement  of  candidate’s
registration and the announcement of the
elections timetable if submitted 90 days prior to

commencement of voter registration.

before

9/ The Board shall issue a directive to determine

particulars required to implement Article 64 and
this Article.

CHAPTERTWO
REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTY

66. Registration

1/ Any political party can operate as a Political
Party in Ethiopia only upon registration by the
Board and receipt of a certificate of legal

personality  in  accordance  with  this
Proclamation.
2/ A Political Party that has obtained legal

personality in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article may enter into a contract with
third parties; sue and be sued; to be owner or
possessor of a property; sell, exchange, or
transfer assets in any other way or execute any
other lawful act that is in line with its purpose.

3/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, citizens intending to
establish a political party may apply to the
Board to be granted a certificate of provisional

registration.

4/ The application in accordance with Sub-Article
(2) above should be presented with: a written
request for registration; meeting minutes with
200 signatures for a Nationwide Party or 100
signatures for a Regional Party; the provisional
name of the party to be established; a
confirmation to abide by the election law and
other relevant laws; and receipt showing the

payment of the Board’s service fee.

47



&

bl 1ICT DM RPC VL PPN E 4+ ENTE 99

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16"‘,2019“.“page 11916

po)]
N

OZ7Ath TCEYE  Agvoniil AL PCA

& 0CS (Y AP 100 ArPA (0) AL
PrmeAT AT AT hdm
kA ARLP C9NIN 4.PL LANA::
HY AK7PZ oowlt PL0Amo- LLLP
PPN AP L POLeINNN®  AYOT
ol ANF o PTIC hoAVET 04
rPRre T PPL RIRUT LLPP L4.P8-
At Te PO 0T ACNYC LTAA

i Oy ATPR oowloF LLP P9NN0
L 17T PZakh CET O ALNLEP
L2877 oomPd® CoUTAm (Y APE

aow TChoy A0 i
P eNLAN:  FNGTTT ATS o7 NF
LUGA::

DYoo hF
& TG o9c  eZakh CE P9eHIN
QaonF 17" 0Lh TCLao ool LCP
ANCS- ooPlA AANTF::
€/ Yy AIPAd 100 AITPAR (B) oowlor
PoLPCAN oA DF heLhHACT ATET DC
T PeN aodlAN ANt
V) MY  APE  (ORIPR  $E  aowlot
eHNDE e aEh TGk avanO T
A chG:
A) Y APE RrPA EF avw il IR
P70k ITCRor TEE90F

Ad) LY  APE  RIPZ  #0  aow/l
eHNDE e 70BN T Cha- oo 8R4 0
£

av) 770N TChor DAL QS
AL RT809° e ath T Clar
DALPT (VAT Ao T
a7 F o7 POLeNES  N14LC V-
e 1m AL :

w) a0 lFT Lo TS Al (124
POLINA A7 L

) P 0EhY I Chor PALPT 01T Cokar
oo 8 LLe LN oowld 1RG
LAne0.eP NPy 9°Com,  Phavldam
Py POUIAR N7

P/ Oy Riex 700 RIPA () erndnst

N2 A0t PE heeH1a MevihFo-

IC A-PLH avd il AANT::

48

5/ The Board shall, upon verifying that the
documents specified under Sub-Article (4) of
this Article have been submitted, issue a
provisional  registration  certificate. = The
provisional registration certificate is valid for
only three months. However, if the applicants
present a satisfactory reason, the validity of
provisional registration certificate may be
extended for additional three months.

6/ A political party that has obtained a provisional
registration certificate can use the certificate
only for the purpose of conducting activities
required by this Proclamation for the
registration of the party.

67. Application for Registration of as a Political

Parties

1/ Any application for registration of a political
party shall be signed by the party leader and
submitted to the Board.

2/ The application submitted in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be
accompanied by the following documents:

a) the memorandum of association of the party
done in accordance with Article 72 of this
Proclamation;

b) the political program of the party done in
accordance with Article 73 of this
Proclamation;

c) the by-laws of the Poletical Party prepared
in accordance with Article 74 of this
Proclamation;

d) the names and addresses of the party leaders,
and a document showing their consent to be
leaders and endorsed by their signature;

e) the document signed by founding members
which will be made available to the public;

f) the document showing that the political
party leaders are elected in accordance with
the party’s by-law and in a free and
democratic process.

3/ Each document provided under the preceding
Sub-Article (2) of this Article shall be
accompanied by five copies and submitted
together with the application for registration.
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this Article shall be determined by the Board.
7/

made available to the public.

68. The Board’s R nsibili

1/ The Board shall examine the application for
registration based on Article 67 within 21 days;
and where a political party has failed to fulfill
the requirements, give the party a written notice

of 30 days to fulfill the requirements.

2/ Where the Board’s

application as per Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shows that the requirements are fulfilled, it

shall, within 15 days, make

announcement on the appropriate Mass Media,
its website, social media sites, enquiring of any
opposition to the party requesting registration
proposed name or symbol or other related

issues.

3/ Any person opposing the registration

accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this Article,
shall present such opposition to the Board
within 14 days from the date of the public

announcement. The Board
registration permit within this period.

4/ The Board may request for

for the registration process.

5/

ascertain the

The documents of the political party registered
in accordance with this Proclamation shall be

examination of the

a public

shall not issue

supporting
documents and information that are necessary

The Board shall, upon receiving the application
and supporting documents in accordance with
Article 67 of this Proclamation, examine and
submission of the requisite
documents and their authenticity. It shall, after
requesting the party to submit a confirmation to
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9/ The Board shall, upon receiving the audit report
as per Article 105 of this Proclamation,
publicize it; and where it deems necessary it

may order inspection.

69. Political Party Barred from Registrati

1/ The political party that has submitted a
registration application shall not be registered if :

a)its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem; or
symbol is culturally and ethically unacceptable
in the country; or

b) its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem; or
symbol is in use by another party or is similar
to that of another party that it is likely to result
in voters’ confusion; or
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c)its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem,;
symbol; founding document or rules aim to
foment and violence based on
ethnicity, religion and other similar differences
and by spreading hatred and enmity among
Nations, Nationalities and Peoples; or exclude

conflict

people from being members or supporters on
the basis of ethnicity, religion or identity; or

d)aims to fulfill its purpose through armed
struggle; or

e)it has members with foreign Nationality; or

f) formed for the purpose of pursuing unlawful
activities.

2/ A party that objects the decision of the Board
made in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article may appeal to the Federal High Court
within 30 days of receiving such decision. The
party that has filed the petition shall be
considered as having a legal personality, and the
party leader, who was elected based on the
party’s by-law and is the signatory of the
registration application, shall be deemed to be
the party’s lawful representative.

70. Organization _or _Associations Barred from

Registration as Political Party

The following organizations or associations may
not be registered as political parties under this
Proclamation:

1/ associations or organizations formed for the
purpose of carrying on commercial and
industrial activities in accordance with the
Commercial Code or the Civil Code or other
relevant laws;

2/ not for profit or welfare associations or
organizations;

3/ Mass Media, Trade Unions and Professional
Associations;

4/ Mutual help Associations;

5/
6/

Religious Organizations;
social associations such as idir, equb, and the
like.
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CHAPTER THREE
DOCUMENTS OF POLITICAL PARTY

71. Document of a Political Party

1/ A political party shall have the following basic
documents:

a) memorandum of association;
b) political program;
c) by-laws;

d) documents related to ownership, property
and revenue and expenditure.

2/ A political party that intends to amend the
documents listed under Sub-Article (1) from (a)
to (c) of this Article shall first notify the Board
of its intention. The Board shall, as appropriate,
accept and process the request for amendment
in accordance with the provisions of Article 68.

72. A Political Party’s Memorandum of Association

1/ Individuals who desire to establish a political
party must have a memorandum of association
in which they declare the establishment of the
political party they want to organize.

2/ A memorandum of association shall include the
following particulars:

a) the full name of the party and its
abbreviation;

b) the emblem of the party;
c) the objectives of the party;

d) the party’s assets and source of income;

e) the day and year of establishment of the
party;

f) the addresses of the party’s head office and
branch offices;

g) the procedures of issuing the by-laws.

3/ The memorandum of association of a political
party shall be adopted at the general meeting
held to establish the party.

73. Political Party’s Program

Any political party must have a program in which
the political belief it pursues as its objective is
formulated and the adoption and amendment of the
program shall be done at the party’s general
meeting.
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74. Political Party’s By-Laws
1/ Any political party must have its own by laws.
Such by-laws shall include the following
particulars:

a) conditions for admission and expulsion of
members;
b) details of the right and duty of members;

c¢) details of the various organs of the party, the
procedure for their election, their tenure and
description of their respective functions;

d) types of membership fees and payment
structure as well as the members’
participation level in the party’s activities;

e) the party’s procedures for convening

meetings and passing decisions;
f) details of measures of procedure and code of
conduct applicable to members;
g) a stipulation that the quorum for the party’s
general meeting shall be constituted by at
least 5 percent of the minimum number of
founding members required in this
Proclamation;
h) a stipulation that the party’s general meeting
shall be held at least once every three years;
organizational structure of the party and
positions within the party including the
establishment and functions of party’s
branch offices;
j)  list of matters that require the decision of
the party’s general Assembly;

k) the course of action and decision-making
process for forming a merger, coalition, or
front with other political parties, as well as

for the party’s dissolution;

1) The procedure for the nomination of party
members for national and other various level

elections;

m) The party’s human resource, financial and
audit administration process;

n) The party’s financial and  asset
administration policy, income mobilization
process as well as an explanation of the
person or organ of the party mandated to

decide on such matters;
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76.

o) The procedure for resolving political
party’s internal disputes; and

p) details as to the equality of votes between
every member of the Political Party.

2/ Any by-law of political party shall not abridge
the right of a member of the political party
guaranteed to him as citizen or of release him
from his duties as a citizen.

3/ The by-law of every political party shall
stipulate that the election of its leadership and
other officials at all levels must be conducted in
a transparent, free and fair manner, where
secrecy of the ballot is protected.

4/ Any political party when conducting election
for leadership position shall ensure gender
representation consideration.

5/ The by-law of every political party shall be
consistent with the provisions of Article 75 and
from Article 86 to Article 90 of this
Proclamation.

6/ When dispute arises between members of a
political party regarding the implementation of
the by-law of the party and other related issues
and an application is made to the Board, it shall
establish a panel of experts that shall investigate
and provide a recommendation on the matter.
The implementation particulars will be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

CHAPTER FOUR

RIGHT AND DUTY OF A POLITICAL PARTY
75/ Independence of a Political Party in Respect to

its Own Affairs
Every political party:

1/ Shall determine in its by-laws the procedures of
adopting and amending its political program
and by-laws as well as holding meetings;

2/ In accordance with its by-laws, shall have
leading organs to direct, decide and implement
its political activity.

Establishing B b Offi
1/ Any Political Party may establish branch offices

anywhere within the country for the purpose of
carrying out its political activity.
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2/ A political party that has branch offices at the
National, Regional and Sub-Regional levels
shall stipulate in its by-law, the relationship
between various branches and their power
structure.

77. Exemption from Income Tax

1/ Any political party shall not be liable to pay any
kind of income tax on income collected from its
members and supporters.

2/ Political party does not have the obligation to
collect and transfer to the government,

employees’ salaries’ income tax in accordance

with the law.

78. Duty to Submit Report

1/ A political party registered in accordance with
this Proclamation has the duty to:

a) Submit an annual report that outlines the
number of its members, their gender and age
distribution and their place of residence;

b) At the request of the Board, submit a
document showing compliance with the
minimum number of members required and
other standards set under this Proclamation;

¢) Where it intends to convene a meeting to
form a front, merger, or coalition, notify the
Board to attend the meeting at least 30 days
in advance;

d) Submit a written report signed by the leader
annually or within a timeline determined by
the Board, on the party’s assets and
liabilities certified, as appropriate, by an
auditor or an accountant.

2/ The report provided under Sub-Article (1) (d)
of this Article shall disclose the income or asset
sources of the political party.

3/ The Board may, after giving a one-month
warning for a political party that does not
comply with the obligations under Sub-Article
(1) take necessary measures in accordance with
Article 98 of this Proclamation.

4/ Where the property and debt in accordance with
this Articles submitted in writing to the Board
by a political party or a leader of a political
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party has been found untrue, notwithstanding
the provisions of Article 98 of this
Proclamation, it shall be liable under the
appropriate provisions of the Criminal Code.

5/ A political party that has established branch
office in accordance with Article 76 of this
Proclamation shall notify in writing the branch
office address and leaders or representatives of
the office to the Board within one month of
establishing the branch office.

79. Duty to Provide Information

1/ A political party has an obligation under this
Proclamation to give a written information in
certified documents when requested by Board.

2/ When a political party convenes a general
meeting, it has to notify 30 days in advance for
a Board representative to attend the meeting.

3/ Where a political party required to give
information in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article is unwilling to provide such
information or gives intentionally untrue
information, the Board shall take measures
stipulated under Article 98(1) (d) of this
Proclamation.

80. Notification of Management Members

1/ Any political party, when it elects new leaders,
shall notify the Board in writing within one
month.

2/ When a political party that loses leading
members for various reasons and such number
is below 50%+1, the party shall elect in their
replacement within 30 days. The party shall
inform this incident within a month to the
Board.

81. Keeping Documents of Political Parties

1/ Any political party shall have the duty to keep
proper record of the matters provided under
chapter eight sub-section two of this
Proclamation such as, books of account,
certificates of donation, ownership deed.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, based on the reasons of space
constraint and manpower shortage, books of
accounts aged over 10 years may be disposed.
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3/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) and (2) of this Article, every
political party shall keep other documents of the

party properly.

82. Political Party Annual Audit

1/ Any political party must keep properly its
income, expenditure, assets and liabilities
records, bank statements and documents. The
Board will issue a directive to determine the
titles and details that these documents must
contain.

2/ Unless stated otherwise in this Proclamation,
every political party shall commission within
three months of the end of the budget year, an
external auditor whose professional competency
has been approved by the mandated body; an
accountant who has taken a professional oath;
or a Board appointed auditor to conduct the
financial audit and submit to the Board an audit

report.

3/ Where its financial position for the budget year
preceding the one to be audited is less than Birr
300,000 (Birr three hundred thousand) the
political party can assign an accountant who has
taken a professional oath to conduct the annual
financial audit and submit the report to the

Board.

4/ Where its financial position for the budget year
preceding the one to be audited is more than
Birr 300,000 (Birr three hundred thousand), the
political party can engage a certified external
auditor, or an auditor assigned by the Board to
conduct the annual audit and submit the report

to the Board.

5/ The external auditor, provided in Sub-Article

(2) and (3) of this Article, shall be appointed by
the political party executive organ.

6/ As appropriate, the Board may request the

Auditor General to investigate financial
documents of any political party.

83. Rights of Auditor or A ntan

The auditor or accountant auditing a political
party’s finances has the right to request for, and
examine any document related to the assets and
properties of the political party.
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84/ A _Person Incapable of Appointment as Political

p \udi Servi \
Whosoever served or is serving a political party in
the capacity of a lawyer, an employee, a Board
member, or in any manner that may cause conflict
of interest, shall not be engaged as the political
party auditor or accountant.

85. Procedure of Auditor of Political Party

1/ A political party’s auditor or accountant and the
professionals they engage to assist with the
work shall perform their work ethically,
honestly and independently.

2/ The the
investigation report shall be submitted in
writing to the political party leaders.

3/ The certificate of professional competence of
the auditor or the accountant shall be attached
to the audit report to be submitted by a political

party.

86. Designation and Emblem of Political Party
1/ The designation of any political party shall

auditor’s audit or accountant’s

not be similar to or create confusion with the
designation of another political party and
shall be the sole designation of the party.

2/ The emblem and symbols of the party:

a) Shall not be similar with the emblems and
symbols of other political parties;

b) Shall not create hatred and conflict among

Nation, Nationalities, Race, Religion;
¢) Shall not convey messages of war and
other unlawful acts;

d) Shall not be similar with the symbols or
emblem of Ethiopia or with those of the
various international organizations or with

the symbols of religious organizations;

Shall not be against public morality or
ethics or other similar interests.
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RIGHT AND OBLIGATT

CHAPTER FIVE

FMEMBERS OF A
POLITICAL PARTY

87. Political Party’s Participation Right

Any member of a political party shall have, in
accordance with the by-laws of the party, the right
to participate in the meetings of the party, to
express freely his views and comments, to elect or
to be elected.

88. Membership Dues

A member of a political party may pay
membership dues periodically to the political party
in accordance with the by-laws or decisions of the
political party.

89. Expulsion from Membership

1/ A member of a political party may be expelled
from membership in accordance with the by-
law of the political party.

2/ A member aggrieved by the party’s decision to
expel him, may take his grievance to the
various levels established according to the
party’s by-laws.

90. Membership

1/ Any political party shall have members
including the founders and members admitted
after the formation of the party.

2/ A person cannot be a member of more than one
political party at the same time.

3/ Any member or leader of a political party may
at any time withdraw membership by notifying
the party in writing. If the person is a member
of the Federal or State Council, in addition to
the party, the person must notify his party
membership withdrawal to the council where he
is a member.

4/ A party or a council who received a party
membership  withdrawal  notification  in
accordance with Sub-Article (3) of this Article
must notify the matter to the Board within 15
days. Upon receiving the notification, the
Board shall delete the name of the member
from the party’s membership list.

5/ With out prejudice to the provision of this
Proclamation on coalition, merger and
succession of political parties, if a member or
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MERGER., FR
AND SUBSTITUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

91. Political Parties Merger

8/ The by-laws of a political party may not

contradict the provisions of this Chapter.

CHAPTER SIX

NT FORMATION ALITION

1/ Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may merge
and form a political party.

2/ Political parties interested in merging in

accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article

shall submit their request in writing to the

Board two months prior to the issuance of

timetable for local or general elections; the

registration shall be in accordance with the
provisions of this Proclamation.

The application for merger shall consist of the

following:

a) Each political party, in accordance with its
by-laws, should provide a decision that
demonstrates  the  party’s  assembly
acceptance of the merger;

b) The parties’ written agreement outlining the
details of the merger; and

c) The new designation for the merged political
parties, and the documents listed under
Article 67 of this Proclamation.

3/
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4/ When the Board accepts the application for
merger is in accordance with this Proclamation,
then the Board shall:

a) Cancel the registration certificate of each
political party requesting the merger and
register the new party within one month in

accordance with this Proclamation;

b) Order the transfer of each political party’s
property, funds and other
documents to the party created by the

merger within six months.

necessary

5/ The political party created by the merger shall
fulfill, as necessary, the requirements of Article

64 or Article 65 of this Proclamation.

6/ If a political party is charged with crime that
can potentially deregister or dissolve the party,
the party may not merge before a decision is

given on the charge or the case is closed.

92. Effects of Merger of Political Parties

1/ With out prejudice to Article 91(4) of this
Proclamation, the new political party created
from the merger:

a) shall be the successor of the merged
political parties;

b) the right and duty of the merged political
parties shall be transferred to it;

c) shall submit report on the past financial
activity of the merged political parties,
when requested by the Board;

d) shall execute or cause the execution of

decision or right or disputes of civil or
administrative body pending at
previously concerned with each or either
political party of the merger, excluding the
criminal charges stated under Article 91(6).

court

2/ The new political party created from the merger
and registered accordance with this
Proclamation shall submit to the Board within
six months of its registration, a financial report
in accordance with Article 112 and 114 of this
Proclamation showing the asset, property and

debt generated by the merger.

in
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94. Politi

1/ Two or more political parties that have their
own programs, by-laws and members may form
a common front.

2/ The application to form a front shall include the
following:

a)

a decision expressing acceptance of the front
formation by the assembly of each party;

b) a written agreement between the parties with
details about the front to be created; and

c) the of the front,
appropriate, the documents listed under
Article 67 of this Proclamation.

name and where

3/Political parties interested in forming a front in
accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article shall
submit their request in writing to the Board; the
registration shall be effected in accordance with the
provisions of this Proclamation by the Board.

4/ The Board by accepting the request of front
formation applicant full filled the condition
listed above:

a) without canceling the certificate of
registration of member parties of the front,
the Board shall give another certificate of

registration to the front within one month;

b) With out prejudice to the assets and
properties of each of the front’s political
party, the front shall have its own asset and
property.

1 Parti lition

1/Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may, for a
limited period and specified objectives, form a
coalition to work Nationwide or at Regional
level.
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95. Political Part

2/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of
this Article must submit their application to the
Board two months prior to the issuance of
timetable of the general or local elections.

3/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition shall submit to the Board a written
application  attached with a
expressing the agreement of each political
party’s respective top leaders. The Board, when
it accepts the application in accordance with
this Proclamation, shall give
certificate.

document

temporary

4/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition shall submit to the Board a document
consisting of the points of agreement
concerning their common activity.

5/ Notwithstanding the provision of this Article,
each political party of the coalition shall retain
its independent legal personality.

titution

1/ Any political party may register as a new
political party by changing its name and
program upon the decision of the party
assembly.

2/ The right and duty of the dissolved political
party shall be transferred to the newly

established political party in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3/ The newly replaced political party shall be
registered in accordance with this Proclamation.
CHAPTER SEVEN

ANCELLATION AND DISSOLUTI F
POLITICAL PARTY

96. Canceling the Registration of Political Party

A political party may be cancelled for one of the

following reasons:

1/ when the party, in accordance with its by-laws,
requests to be canceled;

2/ when the Board decides
Proclamation; or

based on this

3/ the cancellation of the registration of the
political party is ordered by a court based on
this Proclamation.
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97. Canceling Registration upon the Request of the
Political Party

1/ A political party may, in accordance with its
by- laws, request in writing for the Board to
cancel its registration.

2/ The application for cancellation presented in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall be signed by the party leader.

3/ The political party shall attach the following
particulars with its application to the Board as

referred in Sub-Article (1) of this Article :

a) the political party’s audit, asset and property
report; and

b) the document in which the assembly of the
political party decided to dissolve the party.

4/ The Board shall make a public announcement
of the cancellation application submitted by a
political party, through various advertisement
means, to enable any person who has an
objection to such application or a right’s claim,
to present his objection.

5/ A person who has an objection in accordance with
Sub-Article (4) of this Article, shall present the
objection to the Board within 15 days from the
date of announcement; the Board shall not cancel
the political party within this period.

6/ In accordance with this Article, and within 30
days after conclusion of the time period
outlined in Sub-Article (5) of this Article, the
Board shall notify in writing to the party that
requested cancellation that the political party
has been cancelled in accordance with its
request; The public shall be notified of the
party’s dissolution.

98. C ling Regi . £ Political P U
he Decisi f the Board

1/ The Board may cancel the registration of a

political party for one of the following reasons:

a) the political party has not notified the Board
without  appropriate i
accordance with the provisions of this
Proclamation when it changes its name,

reason and in
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against a political party in accordance with this
Article, give such party the opportunity to
present its defense. The Board may, prior to
cancelling the registration of the political party,
may decide to suspend the party.
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99. Effect of Cancellation or Di

4/ A political party that objects the decision of the
Board in accordance with this Article may
appeal within 30 days to the Federal High
Court.

lution of Political

Party
1/ Where a political party is dissolved by a

decision made by the party itself, the Board or a
court decision, the party or the party leaders
shall not operate in the name of the party
starting on the effective date of the dissolution.

2/ Where a political party is dissolved by a
decision made by the party itself the Board or a
court decision, the property of the party shall be
expended to cover its debt.

3/ Where the political party has no liabilities or
there remains an amount after covering the debt
as referred in sub-article (1) of this Article, the
remaining fund or property shall be expended,
upon the order of the Board, on civic and voter
education.

CHAPTER FIGHT

SOURCE OF INCOME AND PROPERTY
AFFAIRS OF POLITICAIL PARTIES

SUB-SECTION ONE
SUPPORT GRANTED FROM GOVERNMENT

100/ Government Funding Amount and Eligibility

Criteria

1/ To enable political parties to conduct legal
operations and carry out their obligations, the
Board shall seek approval of the FDRE
House  of  Peoples”  Representatives,
government’s support to parties, based on the
criteria established under sub-article2 this
Article.

2/ The amount of financial support that a
political party receives, in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board based on the following criteria:

a) the number of votes it wins at Federal and
State Council elections;

b) the income it receives from members and
supporters;

¢) the number of female candidates it
nominates;
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o/ @ p Ut hAL MR- PTIHA £9% 4/ In addition to the financial support stated
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LI6CTT ALRCD LTAM: in kind or service donation.

& 00 Aot TORKEPT 0CK 07 L0Nar 5/ Independent  candidates shall  receive
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G LLLANVTPA:: be issued by the Board.

5%8. N7 1/2T 0A“LNT £IF TP 101. Source of Government Support

o3t CoLOme- &4 The support granted by the government comes

8/ Naw’pQ il Lol av LAl from:

¢/ ho-sk: QUIC o0r 0L DAA 1/ government allocation;

NI AMA NTE 0% ofs 2/support or aid received from foreign, domestic
ACHD LUGA:: or any other body.
4% oo C ¥ 102. Principle

8/ aZath TCEPT .01 Con i)l 1/ The government support for political parties
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RO : Proclamation.
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mPA Lo Py PA@-T CVARTIG utilized properly and for the intended
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accountability.
P, NGt 7907 LI ANTARCT | 103. The Management and  Distribution  of

Porhd-4.ANT U2 Government Support

8/ (Y KAPE RiPAR bF (8) oowlt 1/ The financial support provided by the
(1T 5 V2 A € T 1 A o 6 71 R i TN government in accordance with Article 100

P4 Lo PN b0 (I0CH ro-::
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(2) shall be managed and distributed by the
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2/

3/

4/

5/

Board. The Board shall keep information
necessary for this purpose.

The government’s annual financial support
shall be made in two installment payment.

Political parties shall submit their request for
financial support before Meskerem 30, so that
the amount they will receive for the financial
year can be calculated and allocated in
accordance with Article 100 (2). The Board
shall determine the amount to be allocated to
political parties up to Nehase 30.

The Board shall allocate the appropriate
amount to a party that has submitted a request
in accordance with Sub-Article (3) based on
the timetable submitted by the party. The
Board shall however, before granting the
party the financial support for the coming
financial year, request and examine the
financial statements for government funding
for the previous year and ascertain that there
are no anomalies. The Board may extend by
one month the timeframe for the party to
submit the financial record investigation
report.

The support granted to political party in
accordance with this Proclamation shall be
denied:

a) When the political party fails to meet one
of the requirements for eligibility for
government funding shall lose the
support;

b) shall stop utilizing the support from the
date it fails to meet the -eligibility
requirements;

c) shall refund the support from the date it
fails to meet the requirements;

d) notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (4) (b) and (c), the Board may
allow the party to withhold part of the
fund it requires to meet contractual
obligations entered prior to the time it
failed to meet the requirements for state
funding ended.
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104/ The Rule Applicable to th
Political Parties
1/ Political parties shall submit a report, certified
by an auditor or an accountant, with details of
government grant support utilized listed under
expenditure heading.

rant

2/ The Board shall issue a directive on the use
and refund of unused government grants to
political parties.

105. Political Party’s Books of Account
1/ Any political party shall:

a) deposit the government grant support in a
locally opened, separate bank account;

b) transact the account in accordance with the
relevant law;

c) keep the granted support in specific books
of account by listing under
expenditure heading; and

every

d) submit an annual audit report, certified by
an auditor or an accountant, in accordance
with the financial law, specifying the
amount granted by the government in the
budget year and the for which the money

has been expended.

2/ The political party shall forward its comment
on the audit report as to whether the audit has
been conducted outside the scope of the law

and directive.

3/ The Federal Auditor General may at any time
parties the

utilization of the government support grants.

inspect  political concerning

106. R nsibili nd Penal

1/ Where any political the
government grant outside the purpose of the
support, fails to submit report on time, submits
a false financial document, or is in default on
its grant’s obligation:

party utilizes

a) the support for the party may be reduced or
terminated;

69
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b) any political party or person found guilty in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article may be penalized in accordance
with the appropriate criminal law; and

2/ The Board may request a political party to
return the amount of expenditure not utilized
properly through a court suit or set-off.

107. mission of A

Peoples® Representatives

1/ The Board shall, within a month after the end
of the budget year, submit a report to the
House of Peoples’ Representatives on the

support granted to political parties. The report
shall include:

a)the total amount of government support
allocated to political parties and any other
sources in the budget year;

b) the amount of support allocated to each
political party in the budget year;

c)the amount of expenditure in the budget year
by each political party as allowed by law; and

d) the balance of account resulted in the budget
year.

2/ The Board shall send the report mentioned in
Sub-Article (1) of this Article to the Auditor
General as well.

3/ The Auditor General shall, within 60 days of
receiving the audit report, attach the report
along with related financial analyses and send it
to the House of Peoples’ Representatives.

SUB-SECTION TWO
RCE OF INCOME
108. Political Partyv’ rce of Income
1/ The income source of a political party may be:
a) membership dues collected from members;

b) donations or grants by Ethiopian Nationals
or Companies controlled by Ethiopians in
accordance with the limit to be set by the

Board based on a study the Board
conducts;
c) government grant and support to be

provided in accordance of Article 100 of
this Proclamation.
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71

2/ With out prejudice to the provision of this
Article, a political party, to enhance its
financial position, may organize fundraising
conferences and events, as well as sell its
paraphernalia, research findings, booklets and
magazines.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Article 66
(2) of this Proclamation, a political party
which has attained legal personality shall not
directly or indirectly engage in commercial
and industrial activities.

4/ The Board shall issue a directive to determine
the particulars of this Article.

Prohibited Donation or Grant

1/ Any political party is prohibited from

accepting gift or donation from the following
persons or bodies:

a) foreign national institutions

corporations;

or

b) foreign governments or foreign political
party;

c) welfare organizations or non-governmental
organizations;

d) religious organizations;
€) prisoners servicing sentence;

f)

an organized group or person planning to
assume state power outside the provisions
under the Constitution;

g) organization designated as a terrorist;

h) With out prejudice to the provision of
Article 111(2), gifts or donations from

unknown sources;

full- or semi-government developmental
organizations; and

i)

gifts or donations from anybody or person
hoping to execute future objective or
envisages to execute future object.

2/ Where a political party in any way receives a
gift or donation prohibited under Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the party shall return the
donation or grant to the Board together with
related information within 21 days from the
date it received the donation or grant.
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110. Unlawfully Acquired Asset and Property

Where a political party is found to have received
money or any property in the form of donation,
gratuity, inheritance or proceeds from commercial
and industrial activities, or in any other way, the
Board shall issue a fine. The party may also be
held liable under the appropriate criminal law.

B-SECTI
RD. B

THREE

RE K KFEPI AND AUDIT

111. Political Party’s Records and Audit

Any political party shall keep an accurate and
permanent record appropriately at its head office,
which includes the following matters:

1/ Any in-kind or monetary contribution,

donation and pledged contribution or donation;

2/ Financial statement consisting the following:

a) Income statement outlining the political
party’s different sources of income;

b) The name of the person who made a
contribution, donation or pledge of more
than Birr 5000;

¢) The pledged contribution or donation, along
with the timeline for the fulfillment; and
d) The general financial activities of the
political party.
3/ List of the fixed assets of the political party,
and when and how it came to own these assets;

4/ The party’s detailed debt; and

5/ Other relevant information required by the
Board.

112. Books of Account

1/ Any political party shall have an accounting
procedure
expenditure.

relating to its income and
2/ The procedure of account of income and
expenditure of every political party shall be in
accordance with the

practice of accounting.

generally accepted

72
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3/ Any member of a political party shall have a

right to seek, at any time, information
concerning the income and expenditure
accounts of his political party.

4/ Any political party shall have the

responsibility to demonstrate to the Board that
its expenditures are spent for its political
objective.

113. Annual Audit Report

1/ Any political party shall undertake financial
investigation annually by its auditor. Starting
from 6 months after registration, the political
party shall submit its audit report to the Board
on the third month after the end of each budget
year.

2/ Any political party submitting the annual audit
report to the Board shall include:

a) a list of the sources and amounts of income;

b) a list of expenditures under the expenditures
title;

¢) a list of movable and immovable properties
and liabilities;
d) bank statements; and

e) a document signed by the political party
leader and containing the seal of the party
seal to authenticate the content of the
document.

3/ The party shall submit to the Board the details
of the abovementioned income, expenditure,
asset and debt with corresponding analysis.

4/ With out prejudice to the provisions of this
every political party shall
prepare and officially issue annual audit
reports. Such annual audit reports shall be one
inspected and accepted in accordance with this
Proclamation.

Proclamation,

5/ Where a political party fails to submit the
report in accordance with the provisions of
sub-article (1) of this Article, or if the Board
has reason to doubt the authenticity of the
report, the Board may assign an external
auditor to inspect the account.
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PART FIVE
ELECTION OBSERVERS, CANDIDATES® AGENTS,
JOURNALISTS AND VOTER EDUCATION

114/ Election Observers

1/ Interested local election observers
observe the electoral process by obtaining the

may

Board’s observer accreditation to be issued
based on their request.

2/ International observers may observe the
electoral process upon the invitation of the

government.

3/ An international observers’ group or
organization observing elections according to
Sub-Article (2) of this Article shall take an
observers’ accreditation from the Board.

4/ Election observers have received
observers’ shall

Board’s election

who

accreditation demonstrate
their acceptance of the
observers’ code of conduct through signatures
of the organizations and their respective
representatives.

5/ The Board shall, in consultation with

accredited observers, deploy observer groups.

115. Local Election Observers

1/ The Board, when presented with a request to
observe elections, shall ascertain that the
requesting organization:

a) is a local civil society organization with a
legal personality;

b) is non-partisan, not-for-profit and not part
of a government organ;

c) leaders and board members are not

members of any political party;

d) That the individuals to be deployed are
capable of impartially observing elections;
upon verifying this and the organization’s
capacity as well as ensuring by the
signatures of the organization and
representatives its acceptance of the
election observers’ code of conduct the
Board prepared, it shall issue observer
accreditation;
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e) The Board shall issue a directive to
determine the particulars of sub-articles “a”
to “d” of this Article.

2/ Where the Board rejects a request to observe
elections on account of unfulfillment of the
provision of Sub-Article (1) of this Article, it
shall notify in writing the decision to the
applicant within 30 days of receiving the
request. An applicant aggrieved by the
decision of Board may appeal to the Federal

High Court within 14 days.

3/ Where an election observer is engaged in
activities in violation of the code of conduct
and the commitments it made, the Board may,
according to the circumstance of the case,
issue warning to the organization and its
representative, pointing out the error and
telling them to make amends or may suspend
the individual or the organization from
observing the election.

116. Right of Election Observers

1/ A representative of an accredited election
observation organization has the right to move
around in the polling station to monitor the
election process; and request and obtain
appropriate information. The observers have
the right to look at the election materials and
observe the voting and counting processes.

2/ Election observers have the right to report to

the Board Secretariat any irregularities they

observed or encountered in the election
process. The particulars shall be determined in

a directive to be issued by the Board.

117. Duty of Election Observers

1/ An election observer who has received an
accreditation from the Board shall:

a) Carry his accreditation card and display it
upon request;

b) Abide by instructions of election officials;

¢) Refrain from any act which may obstruct
the proper and efficient conduct of the
election process;

d) Respect code of conduct enacted by the
Board; and

e) Prepare and submit a detailed report to the
Board.
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2/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, an international
observer may, in accordance with the directive
to be issued by the Board, observe the election
process impartially and by abiding by the laws
of the country, international agreements and
the Board’s direction.

118. Political Parties and Independent Candidates’

Agents
1/ Any political party which has fielded

candidates in an election to monitor the

election process may:

a) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to its constituency election
office; and

b) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to each of the polling
stations in his constituencys;

2/ Any independent candidate may:

a) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to his constituency election
office; and

b) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to each of the polling
stations in his constituency;

3/ Each political party or an independent
candidate may assign not more than seven
mobile agents to a constituency.

119. Presenting the Agents

1/ Any political party fielding candidates or any
independent candidate shall submit to his
constituency electoral office a written list of
the names of the stationary and mobile agents,
including the substitutes, seven days prior to
election day. The constituency chief electoral
administrator shall, within two days of
receiving the list, provide to the political party
a letter containing the list of the agents.

2/ The constituency electoral office shall, in due
time, notify the polling stations the stationary and
mobile agents assigned to their polling station.

120. Rights of Agent
Any stationary agent of a candidate in his

assigned location has the right to:

1/ Monitor the election process, submit
complaints at every level and obtain
information;
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2/ Record his observations during the election
process and request explanations from polling
station election officials;

3/ Get appropriate information regarding the
elections process;

4/ Carry out his legal responsibility as an agent
without any influence.

5/The Board shall determine the particulars in a
directive.

121. Duty of Agents

Any stationary or mobile agent shall:

1/ Abide by the head of the polling station’s
orders;

2/ A Candidatae Agent have to abide by the head
of the polling station’s orders and Refrain for
any act that disrupts the election process ;

3/ Present his credentials when asked by an
authorized body;

4/ Respect the electoral law;

5/ Refrain from advising or influencing voters on
their decision who to elect when he follow up
election precess activity;

6/ Not possess, pick or tamper with election
materials or engage in acts that destruct the
materials;

7/ Refrain from acts that intimidate the head of
the polling station or election officials or
disrupt their work;

8/ Not enter the ballot casting area; and

9/ Sign and abide by the agents’ code of conduct
to be issued by the Board.

122. Absence of an Agent

1/ No candidate or his agent shall request for the
annulment of the electoral activities conducted
in his absence from his assigned place due to
his own failure.
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1/ The Board shall provide civic and voter
education by devising a strategy of creating
election related awareness and adopting
various engagement approaches.

2/ The Board shall
registered civic society organizations and

educational institutions to conduct civic and

issue accreditation to

voter education. The particulars shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

3/ Education and training provided, in
accordance with this Proclamation, by the
Board or  through institutions  and
organizations accredited by the Board, shall be
based on curriculum developed by the Board.

125. Issuance of Accreditation

1/ When an organization planning to provide
voter education applies for an accreditation,
the Board, prior to providing accreditation,
shall ascertain that the organization:

a) is a legally registered, local civil society
organization or accredited higher

learning institution;

an

b) fulfills the established voter education
criteria;

c) has the capacity to discharge its
responsibilities;

d) is independent of any political activity;
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code of conduct and operates outside its duties,
the Board may, as appropriate,
correction warning to the organization and its
representative or take measures including
cancellation of accreditation.

issue a

126. Responsibilities of Journalists

79

1/A journalist planning to cover the election
process shall bring an ID Card indicating his
status and a support letter from his employing
media institution to cover the election process.
Any journalist intending to report from within
200 meters of a polling station shall obtain
authorization from the Board prior to election
day.

2/ Any journalist engaged in activities stated in
the provisions of Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall refrain from any act that interferes with
the voters’ decision and polling officers’
duties.

3/ Any journalist shall respect the Board’s
election coverage code of conduct to be issued
in a directive in accordance with provisions of

this Article.
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PART SIX
ELECTORAL DE OF DUCT
CHAPTER ONE
ELECTORAIL CODE OF CONDUCT PROVISIONS
127. Principle

1/ The legitimacy of a government elected in a
multiparty democratic election shall rest on the
following principles:

a) The voters are able to make an informed
decision  based on  comprehensive
information provided during the electoral
campaign regarding the policies of political
parties and characters of candidates; and
when they are able to decide based on their
own free will; and

b) When voters are able vote freely, without

any interference, fear, pressure, undue
influence as well as without bribery and
other inducements.

2/ All parties shall, in good faith, work to ensure
that:

a) The principles of the electoral code of
conduct are respected;

b) Elections are recognized as expressions of the
free and legitimate decision of the people;

¢) The decision of the voters is respected by
all.

3/ In any matter relating to the election process,
parties and independent candidates shall
conduct their activities in accordance with the
provision of this Proclamation.

128. Abidin
Proclamation

1/ Any political party or independent candidate:

he FEthical Pr

a) Shall conduct his activities in accordance
with the provisions of this Proclamation;

b) Shall take appropriate measures to ensure
that its leaders, officials, candidates and
members do not infringe this Proclamation;

¢) Shall take appropriate measures to prevent
party officials, candidates and members
from committing any acts in contravention
of this Proclamation and restrain supporters
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from engaging in activities that

prohibited by this Proclamation;

are

d) Shall impartially implement the provisions
of this Proclamation when communicating
their objectives and programs to the public.

2/ To ensure that its members and supporters
abide by the provisions of this Proclamation, a
party shall educate them in accordance with
the plan to be developed by the Board as well
as take other appropriate measures.

3/ The Board shall issue a directive that detail out
how political parties should teach ethical
conducts and communicate their positions as

well as how they should use social media.

129. Rules of Election Campaign

1/ Any Political party shall:

a) Respect the rights and freedoms of all other
parties to organize election campaigns and

their political

principles without fear;

disseminate views and

b) Conduct itself in a manner that respects the
rights of other parties, voters and other
members of the community;

c) Respect the freedom of the mass media;

d) Respect competing parties’ voter outreach
efforts; and

¢) Contribute to ensure all citizens who wish
to participate in political process and who
are eligible to vote and be elected can do so
freely.

2/ Any political party shall not:

a) Harass or obstruct private or government

journalists who are engaged in their
professional activities; engage in activities
that in any way disrupt, destroy or frustrate
the election campaign of other parties or

cooperate in such acts;

b) Hinder the smooth distribution of election
handbills, leaflets or posters of other parties
and candidates;
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c) Deface or destroy or otherwise prevent the
visibility or legibility of the posters of other
political parties or candidates;

d) Have its leadership, members or supporters
stop, disturb or agitate against or otherwise
hamper other political party from staging a
public demonstration, meeting, rally or
march;

e) Prevent any person from attending the
political rallies of another party; or

f) Incite and agitate its supporters to commit
any of the acts prohibited under this Part.

130. The Election Pr
Any political party shall:

1/ In cooperation with election officials, ensure
the voting process is conducted in a peaceful
manner, without any interference in the right
of voters, and in a free, fair and democratic
way;

2/ Make a contribution to ensure the safety of
electoral officials before, during and after
election day;

accredited

3/ Respect and cooperate with

observers and officials;

4/ Respect and support the upholding of the
secrecy of the ballot;

5/ Refrain from acts that control polling stations
by force or secure votes through illegal means;

6/ Refrain from disturbing or unduly interfering
with the work of election officers or the voting
or vote counting processes; and

7/ Not provide false information to voters which
implies violation of the secrecy of the ballot.
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1/ Any political party or independent candidate
shall accept the outcome of an election that has
been certified by appropriate authorities.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article

(1) of this Article, any political party or

independent candidate

the appropriate

accordance with the law.

may present
body

any

grievances to in

3/ Any political party or independent candidate
may, after the Broad the
provisional results, provide official statements
to the Mass Media to express his opinions or

complaints on the election process and results.

announces

4/ The content of the issued in
accordance with sub-article (3) of this Article
shall focus on the grievance points and be
limited to existing situation at the time of the

delivery of the statement.

statement

5/ Any statement on election results issued by a
political party or independent candidate shall
be free from language that incites conflict or
disparages a contesting party as well as an

individual.

132. The Peacefulness and Content of the Language

to B in Election Campaign
1/ Any political party shall:

a) Organize and conduct election campaign in
a manner that contributes to the
peacefulness and success of the overall
campaign, voting, vote counting and post-
election processes;

b) Conduct itself with a of
responsibility and dignity befitting its
status.

2/ Any one delivering a speech at a public rally
may not:

sense

a) Use inflammatory or defamatory language;
or

b) Use language that in anyway incites

violence or increases threat to individuals

or groups.
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3/ No political party shall publish or distribute

any pamphlets, newsletters or posters
containing inflammatory language or material
that blatantly or covertly incites violence or

encourages such acts through mass media.

133. Inappropriate Use of Svmbols

Any political party shall not:

1/ Imitate the emblems or candidature symbols of
other parties;

2/ Steal, remove, disfigure or destroy political or
campaign materials of other parties; or

3/ Incite its supporters to commit any of the acts
prohibited under this Part;

134. Prohibition of Intimidation and Incitement of

Violence
1/ Any political party, accepting the prohibition

of any form of intimidation or harassment,
shall:

a) Issue instructions that expressly prohibit
any act of intimidation, humiliation or
harassment by party officials, candidates,
members and supporters against any person
at any time;

b) Denounce as well as educate members

against all violence and violence inciting acts;

c) Condemn as well as educate against
officials,  candidates, = members or
supporters’ destructive or violent acts or
threats that invite violence; and

d) Respect the rights, property and interests of
other individuals as well as parties.

2/ The leader of any political party shall instruct
the party’s officials, candidates, members and
supporters not to bring along any traditional or
modern weapons to any political

meeting, march or demonstration.

rally,
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3/ Any political party:

a) May not engage in or permit any act of
violence;

b) Shall do everything under its power to
prevent the destruction of any public or
private property; and

¢) May not encourage its supporters to

commit any of the acts prohibited under

this Part.

135. Abuse of Power
1/ Any political party may not:

a) Use special
opportunity or influencing ability to offer

its position of power,
bribes or penalties or use any other illegal

acts to further its political interest; or

b) Use Federal, Regional, Municipal or other
public resources for campaign purposes
other than those allowed by the election

laws.

2/ In this section, “a position of power, special
opportunity or influencing ability” includes
parental, familial, governmental, police, local
armed militia as well as military, traditional or

customary authority.

136. Corrupt Practices
Any political party shall not:

1/ Coerce, offer bribe or offer other inducements
to voters so they can vote for or against a
particular party or candidate, or to abstain
from voting;

2/ Coerce, offer bribe or offer other inducements

to influence whether a person becomes a

candidate or withdraws from an election;

3/ Any government official or civil servant uses
his official time, responsibilities and resources
to promote candidates or discourage other

candidates from promoting themselves through

85
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1/ Any legally registered political party may
undertake its activities by forging an enduring
relationship with other parties.

2/ Political parties may, preserving the provisions
of this Proclamation, form a joint forum to
discuss interest during
electoral campaign period or any other time.

issues of mutual

CHAPTER TWOQ
RESPONSIBILITIES OF STAKEHOLDERS

138. Responsibilities of Political Parties and
Candidates
1/ Every political party and candidate shall make
an ecffort to popularize this Proclamation
among the voters; in particular, by educating
this Proclamation to its candidates, members
and supporters, it shall ensure that it is
understood and respected by all.

2/ Evert political party, in the election process,
shall support and promote efforts to educate

voters the provision of this Part.

3/ Every political party and candidate shall:

a) Abide by this Proclamation; and

b) Provide leadership to its candidates,
officials, agents, members and supporters
to comply with this Proclamation and take
appropriate  measures  that  ensure
compliance.

4/ Every political party and candidate shall have
the duty to publicly declare that everyone has

the right to:

a) Freely express his political belief and
opinions;

b) Debate and challenge the political views
and opinions of others;

c) Publish and disseminate his own campaign
materials;

d) Display banners, billboards and posters;
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e) Mobilize financial, material and human
support for the election,
accordance with the law;

resource in

f) Recruit members;
g) Hold public meetings;

h) Attend public meetings.
5/ Political parties and candidates shall publicly
declare their commitment to abiding by the
Proclamation.

6/ Political parties and candidates shall publicly
condemn any action that may harm or
undermine the conduct of free and fair

elections.

139. Responsibilities
Election Officials

1/The Board shall familiarize this Proclamation

of the Board and ther

among governmental and other institutions that

have direct or indirect roles in the election
process.
2/ The Board has the responsibility to

disseminate the provisions of this Part to all
concerned bodies.

3/ Election officials at all levels shall provide
training on the Proclamation to
awareness for all concerned persons.

raise

140. Role of Other Organs

1/ The Board shall support the media in their
the public about the
provisions of this Part.

effort to educate

2/ Institutions accredited based on the directive to
be issued by the Board shall teach the contents
of this Proclamation.

141. Council of Political Parties

1/ Political parties contesting in elections may
establish a joint council to help them enforce
this Proclamation and other common agenda;
amicably
democracy, human rights issues that may arise
during the election process; and discuss issues
that help promote supremacy of the rule of law
in Ethiopia.

resolve various implementation,

87
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2/

shall
structure,

Political ~ parties determine  the
organizational procedures and
operating procedure of the joint council.
However, the organization and procedures of
the joint council established by political parties
shall not contradict the provisions of this
Proclamation.

CHAPTER THREE

ETHICAL MISCONDUCT AND APPLICABLE

142. Bri

Any political

MEASURES
B- SECTI E

ETHICAL MI DUCT
rvand A r and For

independent candidate,

party,

Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; and party

leader,

official, candidate, member, agent or

representative of a party who:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

Offers or receives any kind of inducement or
bribe;

Interferes or disturbs the process of voting or
counting;

Coerces, offers bribe or influence by other
means to induce voters to vote for or against a
particular party or candidate or to abstain from
voting;

Controls polling station by force or tries to
obtain votes illegally;

Abuses power by offering a bribe, threatening
a penalty or uses any other means of
intimidation;

Coerces, offers bribes or use any other means
to influence whether a person becomes a

candidate or withdraws from an election;

A civil servant or a government official, uses
his official time, responsibilities and resources
to promote candidates or discourage other
candidates from promoting themselves through
legal means;

Uses public property for election campaigns;

shall be deemed to have committed an act of

ethical violation.
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143.

144.

89

truction of Election Campaign thr

Intimidation and Disturbances

Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; and party
leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party who:

1/ interferes in the election process through
pressure and undue influence;

2/ intimidates or threatens other political parties
not to share their views freely;
in any way prevents or hampers the activities

of political parties or voters;

3/

4/ chaos to

discussions

obstacles
campaigns, meetings,
training or education;

creates or prevent

or any

5/ disturbs or prevents the process of voting;

6/ prevents or disturbs stopes, weakens the
campaign of other political parties or
candidates;

7/ obstructs the conduct of rallies, meetings,
marches or demonstrations or prevents others
from participating in such activities;

8/ insults, belittles or hampers the rights of
voters;

9/ fails to cooperate, despite being in a position
to do so, in efforts during the election process
to ensure the security of election officials and

candidates;

10/in any manner prevents the voters from
registering or voting;

11/ violates the secrecy of the voting process or
fails to ensure its observance;

12/abuses right by lodging false
exaggerated complaints under the pretext of

its and
violation of this Proclamation;

shall be deemed to have committed ethical
violation.

Disseminating Information that Destabilizes
Any political party, independent -candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as any
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party who:
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145.

146. Failur I

1/ delivers a speech that destabilizes the peaceful
conduct of election campaigns, foments
violence, incites clashes or triggers threats;

2/ distributes pamphlets, newsletters or posters
containing language or material that overtly or
covertly incites violence; or

3/ provides false information by stating that the
voting process does not maintain secrecy of
the ballot;

shall be deemed to have committed an act of
ethical violation.

wng_ﬂﬂlmgniamnmgnﬂhﬂr . Candid

Any political party, independent candidate,
Ccoalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as
any party leader, official, candidate, member,
agent or representative of a party who:

1/ prevents a political party from recruiting a
member or an opening office, prevents opened
offices from operating freely by creating overt
or hidden chaos, or in any manner disrupts the
election activity of a party or a candidate;

2/ hinders the dissemination and visibility,
defaces or prevents the posting and sharing of
another party’s publication, campaign flyers or
posters;

3/ imitates or uses the logo or symbols of another
party; or

4/ steals, disfigures or
materials of another party;

destroys campaign
shall be deemed to have committed an ethical
violation.

ith rnali I
Election rver.

Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as
any party leader, official, candidate, member,
agent or representative of a party who:

1/ encroaches the freedom of the press;

2/ harasses or obstructs
electoral process; or

journalists  during
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3/ disrespects or fails to with

accredited election observers;

cooperate

shall be deemed to have committed an ethical
violation.

147. Failure to Popularize the Code of Conduct and
to Condemn Illegal Acts

Any political party,
Alliance, Movement as well as political party

Party Coalition, Front,

leader who:

1/ fails to publicly condemn any act of violence
or acts which incite violence carried out by its
members, candidates or leaders;

2/ fails to issue a directive that clearly restrains
leaders, candidates, members and supporters
from intimidating others at any time;

shall be deemed to have committed acts of ethical
violation and will be subject to the Board’s
measures and if the act is punishable by other
laws, the Board shall refer the matter to the
relevant body.

SUB-SECTION TWO

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN BY DIFFERENT
ORGANS

148. Measur Taken the Boar

With out prejudice to the provisions of other
laws and to the Board’s authority to refer to the
prosecutor offenses depending on the gravity of
the offense in accordance with Part Six sub
section one of this Proclamation, the Board may
take the following measures on those who
committed the act:

1/ Give official warning to the person or
political party who committed the act;

2/ Partially or fully suspend the candidate or
party who committed the act from using the
media for a short period of time;

3/ Prohibit the party who committed the act
from accessing government grant to parties;

4/ Cancel a party or independent candidate from
contesting in the elections, subject to the
gravity of the act;
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5/ Suspend the political party from running for
elections. The Board, depending on the
gravity of the offense and after taking the
abovementioned measures on the person who
committed the act, may also refer the matter
to the prosecutor.

149. Lodging Complaints

A party aggrieved by the Board’s decision on the
ethical violations outlined in Article 148 may
apply to the Federal High Court .

150. Court Decisions

The Court shall render appropriate decisions on
matters it receives at first instance level or an
appeal made against the decision of the Board in
accordance with Article 148 of this Proclamation.

SECTION SEVEN

GRIEVANCES AND DISPUTES ARISING IN
IHE ELECTORAL PROCESS

151. Principle

1/ The Board shall organize, at every level, the
establishment of Political Organizations’ Joint
Forum that would enable resolutions of
disputes related to the election process through
dialogue and agreement.

2/ Political Organizations’ Joint Forum shall
serve as a platform at which parties resolve
inter-party disputes through dialogue.

3/ Dispute resolution efforts initiated within
Political Organizations’ Joint Forum shall be
based only on the consent of interested parties.

4/ The members of the Joint Forum or their
respective members’ right to lodge complaints
to the appropriate grievance hearing body
established
guaranteed.

under this Proclamation is

5/ With out prejudice to the provision of this
Proclamation, the composition, responsibility
and procedure of the grievance hearing
committee to be established at various levels
shall be determined by a directive to be issued
by the Board.
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6/ A decision-making body to which disputes or
petitions are submitted under this Section shall
promptly settle disputes based on the elections
timetable to ensure that the electoral process is
conducted in a free, fair and peaceful way.

7/ Any grievance as well as any decision on the
grievance shall be made in writing.

8/ Grievance hearing organs shall give proof
about its receipt of the grievance application
by providing a document that shows the date
and time of receipt of the application.

9/ The Board shall put in place a system in
electoral offices at every level to give a timely
decision on complaints submitted.

10/The Board may establish an inquiry council,
composed of professionals
disciplines, which investigates facts, evidences
and legal issues and comes up with a
recommendation that helps the Board to render
decision on application presented in the
election process.

from relevant

11/The Board or electoral officers at every level
may order any person or government body to
produce evidence necessary for the resolution
of disputes submitted or appear in person and
give the necessary explanation or produce the
required information.

12/Where the Board learns
complaint supported by credible evidence that
a criminal act that obstructs the -election
process has been committed or is being
committed, it shall refer the case to appropriate
authority for a legal action and follow up the
matter.

13/Any person who has not submitted his
complaint within the period specified in
Articles 152 to 155 shall be barred from
submitting his complaint.

14/Election benches shall be organized, as
necessary at different levels of regional and
Federal Courts one month prior to the
commencement of voter registration.

or receives a



boflet\ 16T DU RPC AT PPPT E b7 EATE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16",2019.....page 11962

TZ/ (C8 AN T hao- PéoLlé-A ®LI°
PhAA PSS T A0TSLC 1A DG
levahnC MUY R7PA 700 AT7PA (10)
a( A PIPCm, TN RTS.REES
L SEF A79.9 ¢ To- PRCIA::

TZ/ OCSH NéoLl-ANT NRAAN mPAL GCEL
LA 2C NeoHFANC OHY R7PA 700
RiPx (1) ool N9°Com, oo AL
Poramfl- ST 0k OAMT AT74.0TT
LLCIAN::

. Moo T °N10 184 da2y0 hChCT

o/ TG m9° A (lovl-ryd- hovao ()
g-rhaha 27807 A9°Cen M. Lo b
0?7 0t Al o7 APCO oA
CUNT T ool hOm-::

g/ ool PAAD  @LY°  Novlspit
ool PAAT Ao PAATNA
e 0N LN TPoP Cam Oo-
oLy P Nth LCET AFoo7
aecCen,. M0 Pao-  PoI Y helk
APCO @-AL COIUT T vl hdo-::

i/ (Y R71PX 700 ATPR (B) oLy (8)
ol PoLPCAN RS- PTIPLOLe LN
hoo ™™ PPN 77 EI°C PCovlnp™ T
ao )] AVt L4 e I0 T LN
ANNLLAD 40 LPGTA::

o/ e9°Cen, MO Pfo- PoI A7 helk
PPLONATT AlES aoC9°C NE P5T
o ONr o 07 NA DG LATA::

Z Y AIPE 100 RIPR (b)) oLy (B)

aPlNo- AQED eoeCen a0 o+ Péd-

0“7, 0t 0E 5T 0P oA QA0m

AlkEd Adiao- A9°Com AN PoD-

a°y eyt 0E PS5+ ot Alkd

NP LA @A LIV oot hhw-::

ngecsn, MO Lo PoI A% bt

e rAdmo7 oA NP9 AI°Con)

A P& A bl PoLPCA Ak

o4z amt+ 0% 5T oar ool

AT

s

i/ e9°Com. nbhae  PLI A1 heldk
PPLONTT? Pl ooCPC NG 5T
o-NP O 07 NAVGE LATNA::

94

15/The Board, in consultation with relevant
Federal and Regional Judicial Administration
Commissions, shall cause the organization of
election benches and availability of sufficient
judges for the election benches established
under Sub-Article (14) of this Article.

16/The Board, in cooperation with the federal and
regional Supreme Courts, shall make sure that
judges assigned to the -election benches
organized in accordance with Sub-Article (15)
of this Article receive sufficient training.

152. Disputes Arising During Voter Registration

1/ Any person prevented from registering as a
voter is entitled to present his grievance to the
Polling Station Grievance Hearing Committee
and get decision.

2/ Any person or a Political Organisation
protesting that a person who has no eligibility
or right to register as a voter has been
registered has the right to submit its protest to
the Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee and get a decision.

3/ Grievances under Sub-Articles (1) or (2) of
this Article shall be presented from the
commencement of the voter registration day
until the end of the public display of the
electoral roll.

4/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of Polling
Station shall examine the submitted complaint
and give its decision in writing within five days.

5/ In the event that the Polling Station Grievance
Hearing Committee fails to give its decision
within five days on the complaint presented to it
in accordance with Sub-Articles (1) or (2) of this
Article, the complainant is entitled to submit the
same to the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee within five days and get a decision.

6/ A complaint objecting the decision of the
grievance committee of the polling station
shall be submitted to the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee within five
days of the decision.

7/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency shall examine the objection and
give its decision in writing within five days.
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8/ If the Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency did not give its decision within
five days or if the complainant is aggrieved by
the decision of the Committee, he is entitled to
apply within five days to the competent federal
or regional Court. The Court to which the
application is made shall, having ordered the
production of evidences and after examining
same shall give its decision.

9/ The polling station shall carry out its activities
based on the decision given by the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the constituency.
mplaints Relating to Candidate Registration

1/ Any person or political party denied of
registration for candidature shall have the right to
lodge a complaint to the Constituency Grievance
Hearing Committee and get a decision.

2/ Any individual or Political Organisation that
objects to the registration of a candidate shall
have the right to lodge a complaint to the
Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee
and get a decision.

3/ Complaints presented based on sub-articles (1)
or (2) of this Article can be lodged from the
date of commencement of candidate
registration until the date of public
announcement of registered candidates.

4/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency shall investigate and give its
decision in writing on the complaint submitted
to it within five days.

5/ In accourdance to Sub-Article (4) of this Article,
a candidate of a political party or an independent
candidate aggrieved by the decision of the
Grievance  Hearing  Committee  of  the
constituency may apply to the Grievance Hearing
Committee to be established in Regional Branch
Office within seven days.

6/ The Regional Branch Office Grievance Hearing
Committee shall be chaired by the head of the
Regional Branch Office and shall have two other
members who are appointed in accordance with a
directive to be issued by the Board.

7/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
Regional Branch Office shall give decision in
writing within seven days on appeals
submitted to it.
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8/ The aggrieved party has the right to appeal to
the Regional Supreme Court where the
Grievance Hearing Committee of the Regional
Branch Office fails to give decision within
seven days, or it is dissatisfied with the
decision of the Committee. The Court, having
ordered the production of evidences necessary
for its decision and after examining same,
renders decision within 15 days.

9/ The constituency shall carry out its activities
based on the decision given by the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the Regional Branch
Office.

154. Complaints Related to Voting

1/ Where a voter is denied of voting, he shall
have the right to promptly lodge a complaint
with the Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee and get a decision.

2/ The

Committee may:

Polling Station Grievance Hearing

a) investigate the matter and allow the voter
to cast his vote; or

b) allow temporary voting and refer the case
to the Constituency Electoral Office for a
decision.

3/A vote cast in accordance with Sub-Article (2)
(b) of this Article shall be made invalid unless
the complainant presents to the constituency
electoral office, before the tabulation of votes
is completed, a decision from the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee or a competent
Federal or Regional Court confirming his right
to vote.

4/ Any person who cast a temporary vote in

accordance with Sub-Article (2) (b) of this
Article and is dissatisfied by the decision of

the  Constituency  Grievance  Hearing
Committee may immediately submit his
application to the competent federal or

regional court. The court may order the stay of
the vote count until it hands down its decision
on the matter.

5/ Any person objecting to the voting right of a
voter has the right to lodge his complaint at
various levels and get decision in accordance
with what is provided hereinabove.
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Results

1/ Any  political  organization, independent
candidate or agent who has complaints on the
vote counting and results may immediately
submit its or his complaint to the Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee and get a decision
in accordance with of Article 58 (4) this
Proclamation. A party aggrieved by the decision
of the committee may apply to the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the constituency within
two days.

2/ The Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee
shall investigate the complaint submitted to it in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
and give decision within two days.

3/ Any complainant dissatisfied by the decision
given in accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this
Article may file his petition with the Board
within five days of receiving the Committee’s
decision. The Board shall investigate the
complaint and give decision within 10 days.

4/ A complainant dissatisfied by the decision of
the Board in accordance with Sub-Article (3)
of this Article may file complaint to the
Federal Supreme Court within 10 days of
receiving the Board’s decision. The Court
shall request and review all necessary
evidences and give its decision on the matter.

5/ The Federal Supreme Court shall give its
decision on the complaint submitted to it in
accordance with Sub-Article (4) of this Article
no later than one month.

6/ While the review of complaints and appeals related
to vote counting and results submitted in
accordance with the Sub-Articles of this Article are
ongoing, the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee, the Board or the Federal Supreme Court
may order the announcement of election results of
the constituency or constituencies that are subject of
on-going disputes.

PART EIGHT
PROHIBITED ACTS

. General

With out prejudice to the provisions of Ethiopian
Criminal Code pertaining to offenses against
public elections and voting, committing acts
prohibited under this Section is punishable by
law.
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157. Acts Prohibited During the Elections Period

1/ Any person or organization, without the
consent of the Board, found printing,
duplicating, forging any election document
and material or found to have possessed or
distributed such document and material shall
be punishable with imprisonment or a fine.

2/ On election day, acts other than voting and
carrying out lawful activity, engaging or
participating in political activity, publishing or
duplicating elections results at prohibited or
inappropriate time, or committing offenses
provided below is punishable with a fine from
Birr 80,000 to Birr 100,000 or a simple
imprisonment from one to three years.

3/ Any person who:

a) Attempts to interfere in the impartiality of
the Board or election officials, particularly
if he gives or attempts to give bribe or
makes a promise;

b) With the intention of disrupting or
interrupting the election or exerting undue
influence on the election process or the
result outcome and distributes or attempts
to distribute false information which incites
hatred or fear or affects the election result;

¢) Violates secrecy of the ballot.

d) Violates prohibitions with regard to voting
and elections material

e) Disrupts the undertaking of the Board and
election officials; or

f) Violates prohibitions pertaining to political
activities or elections result announcement;
or the right of voters or parties.

is punishable with fine from Birr 30,000 to Birr
50,000 or simple imprisonment of not less than
six months or not exceeding one year.

4/ Any person who intentionally:

a) 1impedes or obstructs the Board, the chief
election official, Board staff when he is
exercising his authority or carrying out his
duties; or
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b) interrupts the Board’s meeting; or in any
condition commits inappropriate act in
these places; or

¢) commits an act of violence with a view of
exerting undue influence on the duty place
of the Board or decision or order to be
given on a pending case.

is punishable with fine not exceeding Birr

30,000 or simple

exceeding one year.

158. Removing of Election Advertisement

imprisonment not

Whosoever has, from the commencement of the
election up to the official announcement of
results, damaged, removed or torn apart a
candidate’s poster or election advertisement shall
be punishable with fine or imprisonment not
exceeding one year.

159/ Prohibition of Promoting Agenda through
Illegal Means

1/ Organizing, training, or forcibly recruiting

people or group with a view of instilling

agenda of a political party through force or

intimidation is punishable by law.

2/ Any person or group who assisted or
cooperated in the acts in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall be punished by the appropriate
law.

PART NINE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

160. Transitory Provisions

1/ The Provisions of of Article 100 2(a) of this
Proclamation shall come into effect during the
budget year following the federal and regional
parliamentary elections that will take place
after the entry into force of this Proclamation.

2/ Any political party registered before the
coming into effect of this Proclamation shall
be required to fulfil the requirements set out in
this Proclamation according to the timetable
established by the Board.

3/ A political party that fails to comply with the
requirements stated in Sub-Article (2) of this
Article within the timeline set by the Board
may face the Board’s measures, including
cancellation of registration.
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161. Duty to Cooperate

Everyone has the duty to cooperate to implement
this Proclamation.

162. Repealed Laws

1/ The following laws are hereby repealed by this
Proclamation:

a) The Amended Electoral Law of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 532/2007

b) The Amended Political Parties Registration
Proclamation No. 573/2008

¢) The Electoral Code of Conduct for Political
Parties Proclamation No. 662/2009

2/ Any law which contradicts this Proclamation
shall not be applicable on matters covered by
this Proclamation.

163. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive

1/ The House of Peoples’ Representatives may
issue  regulations to  implement this
Proclamation.

2/ The Board may issue directives to implement
this Proclamation.

164. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force from the
date of its adoption by the House of Peoples’
Representatives the 24™ day of August 2019.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 16™ day of October,2019
SAHLE-WORK ZEWDE

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDRAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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PROCLAMATION No. 1133/2019

A PROCLAMATI TO ESTABLISH THE
NATIONAL ELECTORAL BOARD

WHEREAS, it has become important to
establish an independent electoral Implementation
body in order to enable citizens to exercise their
right to self-government through representatives
that they elect by way of free, fair and peaceful
elections conducted at various levels;

WHEREAS, to strengthen the Ethiopian
democracy it has become necessary to organize the
National Flectoral Board in a manner that is
independent from the influence of any other body
and which enables it to conduct fair, trust-worthy
and peaceful election;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
improve the credibility and implementing capacity of
the National Electoral Board among competing
political organizations and the voting public, by
making the selection and appointment of the members
of the national electoral board participatory and
transparent and ensuring the board’s independence in
regards to its organizational structure, staff
employment and deployment and budget;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) and 102 of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is
hereby proclaimed as follows:

1261 Ihm 27 o, T8
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “National
Electoral Board of Ethiopia Establishment
Proclamation No. 1133/2019”.

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation:

1/ “Constitution” means the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia; “Constitutions” means the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and that of the
Regional States;

2/ “Board” means the National Electoral
Board that is established under Article 3 of
this Proclamation which includes all the
members of the management board, the
office of the board, and coordination offices
at different levels;

3/ “Management Board” means a board that is
comprised of members recruited by committee
appointed by the House of People’s
Representatives upon recommendation by the
Prime Minister in accordance to Article 5 (1)
of this Proclamation.;

4/ “Election” means general elections, local
elections, by-elections and re-elections
conducted in accordance with Constitutions
and other relevant laws;

5/ “Political Organization or Political Party”
means a grouping which, having formulated
a political program, pursues its aims in a
lawful manner;

6 /“Constituency” means an electoral district
established by dividing the
territories in accordance with the law and in

nation's

a manner conducive for the execution of
elections and for the people to elect their
representatives;

7/ “Polling Station” means a location where
voter registration, voting and counting is
carried out for elections conducted at every
level,
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8/ “Office” means Office of the National
Electoral Board of Ethiopia;

9/ “High-level Appointment” means
appointment to the rank of Minister, State
Minister, Ambassador, = Commissioner,

Deputy Commissioner, Main Director or
appointment of a similar rank;

10/ “Ethical Misconduct” means committing
actions that are contrary to the moral values
that the majority of Ethiopians abide by as
well as to principles grounded in legal and

professional ethics;

11/ “Person” means natural or Juridical person.

12/ Any expression in this proclamation in the
masculine gender includes the feminine

gender.

PARTTWO
THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL BOARD

3. Establishment

1/ The National Electoral Board is hereby
established having its own legal personality
as an autonomous organ independent from
any influence, in order to conduct free and
proper election in the Federal and State
constituencies.

2/ The Board shall be accountable to the
House of Peoples’ Representatives.

3/ The Board shall have head office in Addis
Ababa; and as may be necessary, may open
branch offices at any part of the country,
when submit request to the House of
People’s Representatives based on study,
and approved same by the House of
People’s Representatives.

4. The Organization of the Board
1/ The board shall have a management board
consisting of 5 members that serve full-
time.

2/ Members of the management board, based
on the decision of the board chairman shall
be responsible to lead work departments of
the board.
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3/ The Management board may establish sub-
committees that may be necessary for the
execution of its duties.

4/ The Board shall have the staffs necessary
for the execution of its duties.

- Appointment of Members of the Management

Board

The members of the management board shall be
appointed by the House of People’s
Representatives In accordance with Article 102
of the Constitution, upon nomination by the
Prime Minister through the following procedure:

1/ The Prime Minister shall establish an
independent committee that will engage in
the recruitment of nominees to membership
of the management board. The committee
shall Composed of the following members:

a) Inter-Religious Council of Ethiopia.....
................................... 1 person;

b) Ethiopian Academy of Sciences............
................................... 1 person;

c¢) Ethiopian Confederation of Employees
.................................... 1 person;

d) Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce......
................................... 1 person;

e) Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
................................... 1 person;

f) Representatives from civil societies and
elders.........oovviiiiiiiin., 3 persons.

2/ The members of the committee that shall be
selected from the institutions under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall have
proportional gender balance and persons
whose neutrality and capability are ensured
and when appropriate fulfill the criteria to
become management board members under
Article 6 of this Proclamation;

3/ The Committee shall receive nominations
from the public, political organizations and
civil societies as to persons fit to be
members of the management board,
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4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

riteri

1/

In accordance with the criteria listed under
Article 6 of this Proclamation, the
Committee shall select nominees fit to be
management board members from the
suggestions made in a transparent and
competitive process after securing the
consent of the nominees. It shall make the
list of nominees open to the public and send
it to the Prime Minister;

The list of nominees prepared by the
committee must be twice the number of
available place in the board during the
selection process;

The Prime Minister after receiving the list
of nominees shall have consultation with
representatives of competing political
parties on the nominees presented;

The Prime Minister after having the
consultation as per Sub-Article 6 of this
Article
submitted to it for appointment to the House
of People’s Representatives, to the available

place in the Board;

recommend from  nominees

The Prime Minister when recommend
nominees as per Sub-Article (7) of this
Article shall identify the Chairman and
Deputy Chairman of the management board,
if their place is remained vacuum;

A nominee to become a management board
member will become a member only when
approved by a majority Vote of the House
of People’s Representatives.

Management Board Member

A person shall become a management board

member only if he fulfills the following

criteria:

a) Ethiopian by birth and Ethiopian
national;

b) Not a member of any political party;

¢) Has advanced professional qualification
on matters related to election;
especially law, political science, public
administration, statistics, information
technology and other related fields;
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2/

d) of good ethics and character;

e) High leadership capacity that enables
him to hold the responsibility assigned
to him.

The composition of management board

members to the possible extent shall take
into account the ethnic and sex composition.

. Powers and Duties of the Board

The Board shall have the following powers and
duties:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

10/ prepare and distribute documents

11/

impartially any election and
referendum conducted in accordance with

execute

the Constitution and with Election Law;

grant permission, follow up and supervise
civil society organizations providing voter
education;

register political parties, follow-up and
supervise them in accordance with the law;

provide guidelines for the manner in which
monetary funds may be contributed to
political parties and in accordance with
these guidelines allocate the funds;

determine the manner in which political
parties may use media during elections;

undertake studies on how to divide electoral
regions and present a recommendation to
the House of Federation on the basis of
those studies;

issue licenses to election observers and
follow up and supervise their activities;

establish branch offices of the board at all
regional and sub-regional levels;

facilitate and ascertain that elections held
periodically and at every level are
conducted in a free and fair manner;

and
materials necessary to conduct elections;

issue directives necessary to perform its
duties given by this Proclamation and other
laws;
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12/ certify neutrality and freedom of electoral
officers and also protect them from any
influence that they may come under in
relation to their work;

13/ determine the number of polling stations
necessary to carry out an election;

14/ establish nation wide the electoral regions
and polling stations necessary to carry out
an election;

15/ ensure that competent and non-partisan
electoral officers who enjoy public trust are
recruited and trained;

16/ collect and organaize data relating to
elections and political parties, by reviewing
election laws and their implementation,
submit issues that need revision to the
concerned body;

17/ coordinate political parties' joint forum;

18/ certify and officially announce election
results;

19/ provide administrative relief for complaints
raised in the course of election

20/ cancel election results and order re-election
where it has been convinced that violation
of law has occurred which would undermine
the outcome of the election. In addition,
hold individuals accountable for violations
of law, fraudulent acts or disturbance of
peace in relation to an election;

21/ prepare and submit its Budget to the House
of Peoples’ Representatives for approval
and implement the same;

22/ impose to prepare election schedules taking
place at all levels, approve, and as needed
amend and follow up the implementation of
the same;

23/ submit to the House of Peoples'
Representatives reports on its work;

24/ carry out any other activities necessary to
fulfill its responsibilities as defined in this
Proclamation and other laws.

8. Powers and Dutjes of the Management Board

In addition to the powers and duties given to the
board through Article 7 of this Proclamation, the
Management Board shall also have the following
powers and duties:
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1/
2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

P

issue directives;

outline policy directions relating to the
powers of the management board as listed
above, and follow up their implementation;

serve as the final appeal body of the board
for complaints; approve election results
before officially announced;

cancel election results and conduct re
election when violation of law which would
undermine the outcome of the election has
occurred.

outline policies to govern liaisons between
the management board, the office or staffs
of the board and governmental or non-
governmental institutions; implement the
same;

appoint the Chief Executive and the
Deputy Chief Executive of the secretariat as
per Article 20 (1) of this Proclamation;

issue Directive on ethics governing the
Management Board Members; supervise the
implementation of the same;

rs_and Duties of th hairman of th

Management Board

The Chairman of the Management Board shall

have the following powers and duties:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

serve as the Main Superior and Chief
Executive Officer of the Management

Board;

represent the Board in its dealings with third
parties;

call and preside over the meetings of the
Management Board;

supervise the proper implementation of
decisions of the Management Board;

Hire and Administer staffs in accordance
with a regulation having basic principles of
the civil service law, that will be exclusively
passed by the government ;

determine the internal organization of the
Board as well as the division of work among
the management board member in
consultation with the management board
members;
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7/  prepare and submit to the board the short
and long-term work plan and budget of the
office of the board and supervise its
implementation upon approval;

8/ ensure that employees for branch offices of
the office were hired from among the
region’s qualified and impartial residents
and in a manner that was transparent,
inclusive and competitive;

9/  on the basis of the Federal and State

Constitutions, frame work prepare and
submit election time tables to the
Management Board and supervise its

implementation upon approval;

10/ ensure that the Board’s budget is used in
with  the
regulations of finance;

line appropriate rules and

11/ Coordinate the joint political parties' forum;

12/ present any report on the activities of the
Board and the office to the Management
Board.

10. P s and Duti f the D hairman

of the Management Board

The Deputy Chairman of the Management Board
shall have the following powers and duties:

1/ carry out the duties of the Chairman in the
absence of the latter;

2/ perform other duties specifically assigned to
him by the Chairman.

11. Rules of Procedure of the Management
Board

1/ There shall be a quorum where at least 3
members of the Management Board are
present.

2/ Decisions of the Management Board shall
be made by a majority vote; however, in
case of a tie, the Chairman shall have a
casting vote.

3/ The Management Board shall issue its own
detailed rules of procedure.
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12. Membership Term of the Management
Board

1/ The term of office of management board
members shall be six years.

2/ Management Board members may
appoint for additional one term; The Prime
Minister may directly recommend members

re-

for re appointment to the House of People’s
Representatives after one month of the
termination as per Article 5(8).

3/ Without prejudice to the provisions of Sub-

Article (1) and (2) of this Article, unless a
his
membership on his own consent or is
relieved by the of Peoples’
Representatives because of:

management board member leaves

House

a) Inability to carry out his functions due
to health reasons;

b) Evident lack of capacity or competence
to work;

¢) Serious ethical misconduct; or

d) Absence from work for a consecutive
period of six months ;

He shall not be relieved of his

responsibilities.

4/ For a period of 2 years after leaving his
position on his own consent or is relieved by
the House of Peoples’
member of the management board may not

Representatives,

be appointed to any high government office.

13. Leaving Office and Being Relieved of Office

1/ Any person or anybody who is convinced
that a management board member should be
relieved of office for the reasons stated in
Article 12 /3/ (a), (b) and (c) may inform to
the Speaker of the House of People’s
Representatives to that effect.

2/ If the Speaker of the House of People’s
Representatives, upon assessing the claim,
is convinced that there are no sufficient
reasons, it shall reject the claim. If, on the
other hand, it is convinced that the claim has

sufficient reasons and requires further
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investigation, the House of People’s
Representatives appoint an investigative
committee to investigate the matter, and this
committee should consist of:

a) One Federal Supreme Court judge;

b) One technical expert whose area of
expertise is directly related to the matter

at hand;

¢) One person representing the Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission.

3/ The Speaker of the House If he meets
necessary may temporarily suspend the
powers and duties of a management board
whose case is still

member being

investigated.

4/ the board member shall have the right to
defend himself and present evidence during

the process of committee’s investigation.

5/ if the investigative committee in its
investigation find the complaint lodged to
be accurate and that the management board
member should be removed, the committee
shall present its findings to the Speaker of
the House who shall in turn present it to the

House of People’s Representatives.

6/ the management board member regarding
whom the complaint is lodged shall be
removed from his position if the decision is
approved by majority vote of the House of
People’s Representatives.

14. Ethics of Management Board Members

While the specifics will be determined by
directives to be issued by the management board
any member of the management board shall:

1/ discharge his responsibility
freely and in good faith;

impartially,

2/ not directly or indirectly support or oppose
any political organization private

candidate participating in the election;

or
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3/ not seek any benefit out of confidential
information that he obtained by virtue of
being a management board member;

4/  not disclose to a third party any confidential
information of the board;

5/ refrain from any acts that in any way
damages the credibility, impartiality and
independence of the board or its members.

15. Rights of Management Board Members

Any member of the management board shall
have the following rights:

1/ to participate and vote in any meetings of
management board;

2/ to refer and get access to documents of the
board;

3/ to be called by the board for meeting and
know the agenda in a timely manner;

4/ to request for an extraordinary meeting to be
held;

5/ to receive payment appropriate for his
management board membership;

6/ not to be arrested or prosecuted without
permission of the House of People’s
Representatives except in the case of
flagrante delicto.

16. Conflict of Interests of Management Board
Members

1/ A management board member shall
immediately inform the management board
and remove himself from duty when any
situation of conflict of interest occurs which
prevent him from carrying out his duties in a
fair and impartial manner.

2/ Where the situation provided in Sub-Article
(1) above occurs, it shall be recorded in the
minutes and decided upon by the rest of the
management board members.

3/ A decision or action shall be re-considered
where management board member that has a
conflict of interest with the matter
participates in the decision or action in any
capacity without notifying the management
board about the situation.
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4/ Any person claiming that a management
board member has conflict of interest
regarding a matter that he is involved in or
with a matter being considered in a meeting
he participated may immediately submit his
evidence to the management board through
the office.

17. Appeal

1/ Final the
management board may be appealed to the
Federal High Court, and final decisions with
regard to electoral process and results may
be appealed to the Federal Supreme Court.

administrative  decisions of

2/ Courts shall decide cases within one month
since an appeal is lodged, however if the
matter is of urgent nature, the court may be
required to issue a decision that takes into
account its urgency.

18. Salary_and Benefi f Man

Member

ment Boar

The salary and benefits of the Chairman of the
management board and the rest of the members,
the rights they
receive when outgoing shall be decided next
independently.

and also and benefits

PART THREE
IHE OFFICE OF THE BOARD

19. The Office of the Board

The Board shall have office headed by one chief
executive and one deputy chief executive.

20. Appointment and Accountability of Chief
Ex i nd D hief Ex i f th

he Office of the Boar:

1/ Chief Executive and Deputy Chief
Executive of the office shall be appointed
by the management board through the
nomination of the chairman after assessed
the fulfillment of necessary requirements
indicated in Article 5 of this Proclamation.

2/ The Chief Executive of the office shall be
accountable to the management board and
the Deputy Chief Executive of the office
shall be accountable to the chief executive

of the management board.
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21. Powers and Duties of the Chief Executive of
he Offi

The Chief Executive of the office shall perform
the following powers and duties according to the
order and direction given to him by the
management board and the chairman of the
management board:

1/ direct the supporting activities of the board
as its head;

2/ facilitate, coordinate and create suitable
conditions for the performance of the
board’s power and responsibility;

3/ prepare agenda for the meetings of the board
in consultation with the management board
chairman;

4/ vproperly keep the minutes and other

documents of the board;

5/

cause the decisions of the board to be

transmitted to the parties concerne;

6/ keep minutes of management board meetings
by participating in meetings without voting
rights;

7/ prepare and present periodic reports to the
chairman of the management board about
the activities of the office;

8/ perform other duties assigned to him by the
chairman of the board.

22. Powers and Duties of the Deputy Chief
Executive of the Office
The Deputy Chief Executive of the office shall
have the following powers and duties:

1/ perform activities assigned to him by the
chief executive of the office;

2/ act on behalf of the chief executive in his
absence.

23. Regional Branch Offices of the Board

1/ A regional branch office of the board shall
be established in all regions.

2/ The regional office heads shall be appointed
by the management board, after recruited
and nominated by the chairman of the
board, among residents of the regional state
who are competent and non-partisan
through directive to be issued by the
management board.
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4/

24. P

The management board, taking into account
the size of the regional states, settlement of
peoples and the number of voters may
establish temporary
coordinating offices that are accountable to
regional state branch offices.

permanent or

The impartiality and professional efficiency
of the coordinating offices referred in Sub-
Atrticle (3) of this Article shall be certified.
details of their responsibilities and duties
shall be determined in accordance with
directive to be issued by the board.

I nd Duti f _Regional Branch

Offices of the Board

Each regional branch office of the board, in

accordance with regulation and guidance from
the management Board and the chairman of the

management Board, and as may be necessary by
the chief executive of the office, shall have the
following powers and duties:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

117

direct, coordinate and control election at the
state level,

submit recommendation to the office of the
Board about ways of organizing electoral
coordinating offices to be established under
it;

follow up and ensure that documents and
materials required for the election reach to
the concerned electoral coordinating offices,
constituency and polling stations on time;

based on the direction of the management
board and the management board member
responsible for this work stream, offer and
coordinate voter and civic education with
other concerned bodies;

follow up and control the voter registration,
nomination of candidates and voting
procedures to make sure that they are

conducted in accordance with the law;

investigate and decide on grievances and
complaints lodged at regional state levels
submitted on matters provided in Sub-
Article (5) of this Article in accordance with
a directive to be issued by the board;

submit to the office of the board report on
the election process and results of the
regional state;
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8/

9/

10/

11/

12/

collect and analyze data that help the
execution of elections and periodically
report them to the office of the board;

submit periodic reports about its work
activities to the office of the board;

cause the establishment of political parties'
joint forum at regional state, and polling
station levels in accordance with a directive
to be issued by the management board,
coordinate political parties joint forum
established at the regional state level;

establish the Grievance Hearing Committee
of the regional state office in accordance
with the directive to be issued by the Board;

perform other duties assigned to it by the
chairman of the management board and the
chief executive of the office of the board.

PART FOUR
BUDGET OF THE BOARD

25. Budget

1/

2/

3/

4/

The Annual Budget of the board prepared
by it shall be approved by the House of
People’s Representatives.

The Ministry of Finance shall credit the
whole Board’s Budget to the Boards’ bank
account within one month, that approved
inaccordance to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article

the Board may request the House of
People’s Representatives for the allocation
of a three years budget plan.

The Board may accept gifts and monetary
aids from third parties in accordance with
relevant laws.

26. Books of Accounts

1/

2/

The Board shall keep complete and accurate
books of account.

The books of accounts and financial
documents of the Board shall be Audited
annually by the Federal Auditor General or
by an Auditor designated by him.
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PART FIVE
MISCELLANE PROVISI
27. Duty_to Cooperate and Execute

1/ Any federal or regional government body
presented with a lawful request from the
board has an obligation to cooperate with
the board and act upon the request of the
board.

2/ Any person who by violating the provision
of Sub-Article (1) of this Article impedes
the election process will face administrative
measures on the basis of relevant laws and
principles. Additionally, such person shall
be criminally liable on the basis of the
Electoral Law.

28. Transitory Provision

The House of People’s Representatives may

decide from among the board members
appointed before the enactment of this
Proclamation based on Proclamation

No0.532/2007 to stay in a position until their term
of office is lapsed up on the request of the Prime
Minister.

29. Iransfer of Rights and Duties

The Rights and Duties given to the National
Electoral Board which was established through
Proclamation No.532/2007 are hereby transferred
to the National Electoral Board established
through this Proclamation.

30. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives

1/ The House of People’s Representatives may
Regulation  for the  proper
implementation of this Proclamation.

issue

2/ The management board may issue Directives
necessary for the implementation of the
Regulation to be this
Proclamation

31. Repealed Laws
1/ Provisions of the amended electoral law
Proclamation No. 532/1999 shall not be
applicable to matters covered by this
proclamation.

issued under
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g Ly APE IC P9LPLr VITE ATISP 2/ Law and Customary practices inconsistent

ANGCT OHY APE AL 99T with this proclamation shall not be
ALS T m-9° applicable on this proclamation.
@€ APE 70501 L 32. Effective date

LV APE (A Fohe T 9°hC 01 ho&PN-T This Proclamation shall come into force on this
a I+ KL +7 €NIs 9.9 PI°E P0G 5™ day of April, 2019 upon approval by the

LUPGA:: House of People’s Representatives.
AL.0 AN0 270+ BB 7 €18 S.9° Done at Addis Ababa, on this 6™ day of June,
2019.
AWADCP Ho L, SAHLEWORKZEWDIE
PATERE LREAR 29060 PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
CTAAR TEHLATT DEMOCRATICREPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA,
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